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PREFACE. 



Some persons will be ready to ask, why bring 
out another work on Boman Catholicism, wheii 
so many have been already published? We 
reply, there is no reason whatever for another 
work, unless the subject can be further 
developed or better elucidated, or unless some 
new discovery has been made by which the 
mysterious complications of the Romish 
Church may be better understood and 
repudiated. 

The Author professes to have made such new 
discovery; and to be able to show, that 
although the errors and idolatries of the 
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Bomisli Churcli are so numerous^ yet that 
they all proceed from one simple cause^ and 
that they are all to be eradicated and cured 
by one simple remedy: he professes not 
only to have made this grand discovery, but to 
be able to prove the same to the satisfaction 
of all. 

Here let anyone turn from this preface, and 
read only pages 106 and 107 in this work, and we 
promise him such an intellectual treat in refer- 
ence to the subject, as he never enjoyed before : 
he cannot fail to be electrified and illumined be- 
yond all anticipation. And every page of this 
work, too, will be found so elucidatory, as to 
bring home to the mind of the reader a propor- 
tionate and correspondent force and conviction. 

The Author has aimed at compressing much 
power in a little space, being well convinced 
that great books are' great evils ; few can spare 
the money to buy them, and fewer still the 
time to read them. 
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Note. 

The words Protestant and Protestantism 
have been studiously avoided^ and do not 
once occur in this book. The Author con- 
siders these words inapplicable to the subject. 
A good Christian protests against Hindooism 
and Mahomedanism^ and also against those 
who deny the atonement and Godhead of 
Christy quite as much as against Roman Catho- 
licism : and^ therefore^ such words are inappro- 
priate ; whilst they do not assist, they often 
prove very sickening and offensive. 
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I. The Assumed Supremacy of the 

Pope. 

FiKST^ Popery is opposed to the Word of Qod, 
and the true spirit of Christianity^ because the 
Pope arrogates to himself universal rule over 
the Church of Christy and designates all 
Christians as heretics who do not accede to his 
views. This is contrary to our Saviour's doctrine, 
and contrary to that of the Apostles. When 
there was a dispute among the disciples which 
of them should be the greatest, the Saviour 
reproved them, saying, " If any man desire to be 
first, the same shall be last of all and servant of 
all.'' (Mark ix. 85.) The Apostle Peter, who is 
held up as the first Pope, expressly forbids any 
as being '' lords over God's heritage." (1 Peter 
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▼. 8.) Also when Jolin^ addressing our Saviour, 
said^ ''Master^ we saw one casting out devils in thy 
NamOj and we forbade him, because hefolloweth 
not with us;" Jesus said unto him, "Forbid 
him not ; for he that is not against us is for ws" 
(Luke iz. 49.) We here remark how contrary 
the teaching and doctrine of our Saviour and 
the Apostle Peter are to the teaching and 
doctrine of the Pope, who insists on a right to 
dictate to all mankind. He not only forbids 
all other Christians to teach and preach, but 
curses them, and persecutes them to death by 
what he calls his Holy Inquisition; whereas 
Peter himself said, '^ Of a truth I perceive that 
Ood is no respecter of persons, but in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh righ- 
teousness, is accepted with him/' (Acts x. 34.) 
Hence, it is evident that the spirit of the Pope 
is not the Spirit of Christ ; and the Scriptures 
declare that " If any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his/' (Rom. viii. 9.) 
Again, when the Saviour ''set his face to go to 
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Jerusalem^ and sent messengers before him^ 
they went and entered into a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him. And they 
did not receive him. When his disciples James 
and John saw this^ they said^ *' Lord^ wilt thou 
that we command fire to come down from 
heaven^ and consume them?^' The Saviour 
turned and rebuked them^ and said, " Ye know 
not what manner of spirit ye are of; for the 
Son of Man is not come to destroy men's lives, 
but to save them.'^ (Luke ix. 56.) The 
Apostle Paul says, ''Grace be with all them 
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity '* 
(without regard to sect). (Eph. vi. 24.) The 
Scriptures admonish us to ''prove all things, 
and hold fast that which is good/' '' Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind.'' 
As the principles of the New Testament are 
contrary to the principles of the Bomish 
Churchy we are bound to conclude that that 
church is not the Church of Christ. 

But as this is the foundation on which the 
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Romish Church is built^ namely, the supposi- 
tion that Peter was the first Boman Pontiff or 
Pope, we shall enlarge a little further on this 
head, by which we shall, in few words, prove 
this to be a complete fallacy. 

We could state at least twenty reasons why 
it is impossible for any impartial inquirer to 
believe that Peter ever acted as Eoman Pontiff. 
We think, however, it will suffice to state ten 
reasons only : — 

First. There is no mention in the New Testa- 
ment of Peter ever having been at Borne at all. 
The Apostle Paul was at Borne for some years, 
.and, while there, he wrote some of his epistles 
to the Churches, such as his epistles to the Gal- 
atians, Ephesians, and Philippians, and he men- 
tions several persons by name, as being there, 
but not Peter, which shows that he could not 
have been there then ; and there is no passage of 
Scripture from which we can collect anything^ 
either expressed or implied, relative to Peter's 
ever having been at Bome. But if he had been 
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Bishop of Borne or Pope^ would not this have 
been stated or referred to. From this, then, we 
must conclude that Peter never was at Rome, 
and that he never acted in the character of 
Roman Pontiff or Pope. 

Second. We see great deference and homage 
paid to the several Popes bv all the cardinals and 
prelates of the Bomish Church, but we do not 
read of any homage or submission being paid 
to Peter by any of the apostles; nor did they 
resort to him for advice or direction at all; nor 
did they consult him in their movements, 
preachings, or missionary labours ; or about the 
discipline of the Churches; nor did Peter 
attempt to lay down any plan of opera- 
tions for their labours. In fact, he appears 
to have taken no other share nor as* 
sumed any other character than that in common 
with the other apostles | and certainly he does 
not appear to have been so eminent nor ren- 
dered himself in any way so conspicuously use- 
fiol and active as the Apostle Paul, for he 
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wrote nearlj all tlie epistles to the primitiTe 
Cburebes in the New Testament — fonrteen in 
number; whereas^ Peter only wrote two short 
epistles; and^ as Peter was a fisherman, and 
persons of that class, in that day, were almost 
wholly nnedncated, it has been much doubted 
by able diyines whether Peter could write at all, 
which accounts for his writing so little, and it 
is generally considered that the two short 
epistles that go by his name were, most probably, 
written by a borrowed hand, at Peter's dictation. 
From all this, then, we are bound to conclude 
that Peter never acted as Pope or Bishop of 
Rome. 

Third. All the Popes have been particularly 
distinguished for their exalted mention of the 
Virgin Mary, and their great reverence and 
homage towards her memory and name, and in 
enjoining the Churches to worship her ; whereas 
Peter does not even once mention her name or 
refer to her in any way whatever, any more 
than as if she had never existed. From this. 
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we feel ourselves again obliged to conclude that 
it is impossible Peter could have acted in the 
character of Pope. 

Fourth. TheBomishChurch holds it a disgrace 
to the Church for a priest to be a married man; 
but for a Pope to be a married man, would be 
considered monstrous. Now it so happens that 
Peter was a married man and had a wife^ for 
which see the 8th chapter of Matthew and 14th 
verse. Again, then, we are obliged to con- 
clude that Peter could not have been Pope of 
Bome. 

Fifth. The Popes profess to have power to for- 
give sins and to grant absolution ; but Peter 
did not profess to have this power, nor did he 
on any occasion grant absolution to any one ; 
and we read that when Simon Magus offered to 
him money for a spiritual gift, Peter replied, 
*'Thy money perish with thee, because thou 
hast thought that the gift of God may be pur- 
chased with money, Bepent, therefore, of this 
thy wickedness, and pray God if, perhaps, the 



8 A THUNDERBOLT FOB BOMti. 



w 



thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 
See the 8th chapter of Acts, and 20th yerse. 
Here we see Peter, so far from presuming to 
absolye the man himself, sends him to God to 
pray in the usual way for pardon. The conduct 
of Peter in this particular being so diametri- 
cally opposed to the conduct and profession of 
the Popes and the Bomish Churchy we feel our- 
selves again constrained to conclude that Peter 
never acted in the character of Koman Pontiff 
or Pope. 

Sixth. There is always very great religious re- 
verence paid to the Pope by the cardinals and pre- 
lates of the Bomish Church, and he is addressed 
by the title of " His Holiness.'^ But, strange 
to say^ the Apostle Paul, so far from rendering 
deference to Peter, says he withstood him to the 
face, because he was to be blamed, and accused 
him of practising dissimulation, declares that 
he walked not uprightly, and, moreover, says, 
that he admonished him severely before them all; 
for which see the 2nd chapter of Galatians, and 
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llth^ 12tli^ and 13th verses. This would hare 
been contumacy in the extreme towards his 
Holiness^ if Peter had been Pope j and^ as we 
do not find that Peter rejected this stem re- 
buke of the Apostle Paul^ it seems impossible 
to come to any other conclusion than that Peter 
did not assume the character of Pope^ nor did 
the apostles in any way recognise him as 
such. 

Seventh. The Pope has the appointment of the 
cardinals^ and^ therefore^ when it became neces- 
sary to appoint another in the place of Judas, 
who had fallen, it was the right of Peter, if he 
had been Pope, to have nominated to this office; 
whereas^ we read that the apostles e£fected it by 
drawing lots, having first^ offered up a prayer 
to God that the lot might fall on the one whom 
God himself should choose. This again nega» 
tives the idea of Peter being a Pope. 

Eighth. Peter is styled by the Romish Church 
asthe ^'Prince oftheApostles,'' and is considered 
by that Church as the greatest — ^which, if he 
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had been Pope, he would have been ; but thia 
cannot be, if what our Lord said of John be 
true, namely, "Verily, I say unto you, of them 
that are bom of women, there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist/^ (Matt. xi. 11.) 
For this reason, again, we feel ourselves con- 
strained to conclude that Peter was never Pope 
or Head of the Church. 

Ninth. If Peter had been Pope, it would have 
been his duty and office to have sent any one or 
more of the Apostles on any particular Christian 
mission he might have thought proper, but this 
right he never exercised ; on the contrary, he 
submits to the dictation and authority of the 
other apostles, and they sent him with John to 
minister in Samaria. He obeyed their man- 
date, and went accordingly ; for which see the 
8th chapter of Acts, and 14th verse. How, 
then, can it be believed that he was Pope? 

Tenth. If Christ intended that Peter should 
act as Head of the Church, and that the Christian 
Church should henceforth be conducted by him 
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as Pope^ no one can donbt that the Sayiour, 
after his jresurrection^ on his ascension to 
Heaven^ in the presence of the Apostles, would 
have given a special charge to Peter on the sub- 
ject in his farewell address ; but, so far from 
this being the case, he said not a word to Peter, 
nor did he say anything to any of the other 
apostles on the subject of Peter's being ap- 
pointed to act as Pope, but he addressed them 
all twelve generally, without making any allu- 
sion whatever to the Popedom ; for which see the 
1st chapter of Acts. Now this, of itself, forms 
an invincible argument that the Saviour did 
not contemplate any such appointment as Peter 
being the future Head of the Church, 

II. Celibacy of the Clergy. 

Second. Our second reason why the Church 
of Rome is contrary to the Church of Christ is 
in its ordaining celibacy to the priesthood. If 
we advert to the Old Testament, we find that, 
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by the Leyitical Law, God ordained marriage 
for the priesthood^ and gave directions how 
they were to marry. (See Lev. xxi. 13.) We 
read also that Moses and Aaron, who were 
priests of the Most High and leaders of Israel, 
were both married men, and had children. (See 
Exod. xxviii. 40; also Exod. xviii. 1.) Like- 
wise Eli and his successor Samuel, who were 
priests and prophets, were both married and 
had children. (See 1 Sam. iv. 11, and viii. 1.) 
It is quite clear, then, that the ordination of 
celibacy for the priests is contrary to the law 
of God in the Old Testament. We now turn 
to the New Testament, 

It is very remarkable that the Apostle Peter, 
whom the papists represent as their first Pope, 
was himself a married man; for we read that, 
'' Peter's wife's mother laid sick of a fever." 
(Matt. viii. 14.) The Apostle Paul, in writing to 
Timothy, says, "A bishop'' must be blameless, 
the husband of one wife, " having his children 
in subjection.'^ (1 Tim. iii. 2.) The same 
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Apostle^ in giving directions for the ordination 
of deacons^ also says^ " Let the deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and 
their own houses well/' (1 Tim. iii. 12.) The 
Apostle likewise, in writing to Titus, gives the 
same directions for the ordination of bishops ; 
he says, they must be ^'the husband of one 
wife, having faithful children, not accused of 
riot, or unruly/* (Titus i. 6.) Again, we read, 
that '^ marriage is honourable in all.'' (Heb. 
xiii. 4.) The Apostle Paul, in describing se- 
ducers and doctrines of devils, amongst other 
bad traits, adds the following — '^ forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abstain from meats 
which God hath created to be received." (I 
Tim. iv. 3.) We see, then, that this order of 
celibacy in the Romish Church is contrary to 
the order of the New Testament, as well as the 
law of God in the Old Testament. 
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III. Denial of the Sacramental Cup to 

the People. 

Third. A third reason ifhy the Bomish 
Church is contrary to the Church of Christ is 
in denying the sacramental cup to the people. 
Our Saviour^ who instituted the ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper, said, " Drink ye all of 
it.'* (Mat. xxvi. 27.) And the Apostle Paul, 
in writing to the Corinthian Church, thus 
refers to this ordinance of the Lord^s Supper — 
''As often as ye eat this hread, and drink this 
cup, ye do shew the Lord^s death till he come. 
But let a man examine himself; and so let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.'' 
(1 Cor. xi. 26.) 

Here we see the Pope arrogating to himself 
a right to overturn and reverse the law of 
Christ in the ordinance of the Lord's Supper. 
He is prophetically described by the Apostle 
Paul as the '' Man of Sin,'' who *' exalteth him- 



DENIAL OF THE SACSAMENTAL CUP. 15 

Belf above all that is called God^ or that is wor- 
shiped, so that he as God sitteth in the temple 
of God, shewing himself that he is God.'' 
(2 Thess. ii. 8.) 

The Apostle Paul says, " I have received of 
the Lord that which also I delivered unto you. 
That the Lord Jesus, the same night in which 
he was betrayed, took bread ; and when he had 
given thanks, he brake, and said. Take, eat ; 
this is my body which is broken for you : this 
do in remembrance of me. After the same 
manner also, he took the cup when he had 
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament 
in my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me.'' (1 Cor. xi. 23.) This 
presumption of the Pope, in reversing the law 
of Christ, by forbidding the sacramental cup to 
the people, is too heinous to dwell upon. 
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IV. Sale of Indulgences. 

Fourth. A fourth reason why the Bomish 
Church is contrary to the Church of Christy is 
in the sale of indulgences. 

The true meaning of indulgences, as main- 
tained by Borne, is that Christ suffered more 
than was required for the elect, and also that 
many of the saints and martyrs did more good 
works than were requisite for their own salva- 
tion; and these, together with the merits of 
the Virgin Mary, have been all intrusted to 
the keeping of the Bomish Church. Of this 
spiritual depdt the Pope keeps the key. The 
Bomish Church affirms, that by the sacrament 
of penance, the eternal punishment of sin only 
is remitted, not the temporal punishment. 
This is declared in the Council of Trent in the 
following words, verbatim: — ^^^ Whoever shall 
affirm that God always remits the whole punish- 
ment, together with the fault, let him be ac- 
cursed.'' (See Council of Trent j sess. 14, cap. 9^ 
can, 12.) 
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The theory of indulgences^ as given ns by 
Pope Leo X., is, '^ That the Boman Pontiff may 
for reasonable causes, by his apostolic authority^ 
grant indulgences, out of the superabundant 
merits of Christ and the saints, to the faithful, 
who are united to Christ by charity, as well 
for the living as for the dead. All persons, 
whether Uving or dead, who really obtain any 
indulgences of this kind, are delivered from so 
much temporal punishment due, according to 
Divine justice, for their actual sins, as is equiva- 
lent to the value of the indulgence bestowed 
and received/^ 

This is the explanation of Pope Leo himself 
of indulgences. 

The authoress of Rome in the Nineteenth 
Century says, " I was surprised to find scarcely 
a church in Eome that did not hold up at the 
door the tempting inscription of ^ Indulgenzia 
PlejuiriaJ Two hundred days' indulgence I 
thought a great reward for every kiss bestowed 
upon the great black cross; but that is nothing 
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to the indulgences for teUj twenty^ and eren 
thirtj thousand years, that maybe bought at no 
exorbitant rate in many of the churches ; so 
that it is amazing what a vast quantity of 
treasure may be amassed in the other world, 
with very little industry in this, by those who 
are avaricious p{ this spiritual wealth. You 
may buy as many masses as will free your souls 
from purgatory for twenty-nine thousand years 
at the Church of St'. John Lateran on the fesia 
of that saint ; at Santa Bibiana, on All Souls 
Day, for seven thousand years ; at a church 
near the Basilica of St. Paul, and at another 
on the Quirinal Hill, for ten thousand and for 
three thousand years. But it is in vain to 
particularise, for the greater part of the princi- 
pal churches in Bome and the neighbourhood 
are spiritual shops for the sale of the same 
commodity/^ (See Rome in the Nineteenth 
Century, vol. ii., pp. 267-270.) 

Pope Adrian VI. decreed a plenary indulgence 
of all his sins to whomsoever should depart out 
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of this life grasping in his hand a hallowed wax 
candle! 

Pope Sextos IV. granted an indulgence of 
twelve thousand years to every one who should 
repeat the well-known salutation of the Virgin^ 
" Hail, Mary/' &c. ; *' deliver me from all evils, 
and pray for my sins/' 

Indulgences have sometimes been imprinted 
on or annexed to medals, rosaries, and cruci- 
fixes. Of this there is a signal instance in the 
* bull of indulgence issued by Pope Adrian YI. 
to certain beads which he blessed, which bull 
was subsequently confirmed by Popes Gregory 
XIII., Clement VIII., and Urban VIII., in 
the following words, verbatim: — '^ Whosoever 
has one of these beads, and says one Pater« 
noster and one Ave Maria, shall on any day 
release three souls out of purgatory ; and re- 
citing them twice on a Sunday or holyday, 
shall release six souls : also reciting five Pater- 
nosters and five Ave Marias upon a Friday, to 
the honour of the five wounds of Christ, shall 
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gain a pardon of seventy thousand years, and 
the remission of all his sins/' 

These are extracts of the decrees of the 
Popes themselves, so that there is no room 
for any zealous Catholic to deny the truth 
of these quotations. If we were to extract 
the monstrous declarations and inscriptions 
of noted Bomish authors, we should not only 
shock the reader, but we might soon fill a 
volume on this head. 

Some have been led to hope that this enor- 
mity belonged to the Bomish Church some 
centuries ago only : but this is not the case ; 
for it is as much practised in that church in 
the present day as in former times. Only very 
recently the present Pope Pius IX. decreed 
that a new Papal chapel should be erected in 
London for the resident Italians, and that the 
funds should be raised by the sale of indul- 
gences. This decree of the Pope was circulated 
in London, and published in the newspapers; 
but lest this should have escaped the eye of any 



PUBCULIOKT. 21 

of our readers^ wlio may need a more particular 
reference, we here state^ for their information, 
that, amongst other daily journals, it was pub* 
lished in the Tbnes newspaper on the First day 
of July, 1851 ; and in the first column, on the 
eighth page of the paper for that day, the said 
decree of the Pope may be read at full length, 
as issued by him and the several cardinals of 
his court, and recognised also by Cardinal 
Wiseman in London, in which decree one hun- 
dred days' indulgence is promised to every 
person who shall contribute anything towards 
the building of the said new chapel. This 
practice of the Bomish Church is too frightful 
to need any comment. No mention is made 
in Scripture of the sale of indulgences. 



V. Purgatory. 

Fifth. A fifth reason why the Bomish Church 
is contrary to the Church of Christ is in itt 
maintenance of the doctrine of purgatory. 
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The doctrine of purgatory ia taught in all 
the Romish catechisms. In the Council of 
Trent^ it is decreed^ ^^That there; is a purga- 
tory ;'' and it enjoins all bishops " diligently 
to endeavour that the wholesome doctrine of 
purgatory be everywhere taught and preached/' 
(See Council of Trent, sess. 25.) Thus^ money 
is constantly given and bequeathed to Popish 
priests to repeat masses for the souls of the 
deceased. In this particular^ we need only 
instance Ireland. There^ when a poor man 
diesj private mass is offered^ for wMch the 
priest is paid from two to ten shillingsv For 
rich men^ a more handsome sum is paid, and 
high or chanted mass is offered. In short, 
purgatory yields a mine of wealth to the priest- 
hood. In Ireland, there are purgatorial so- 
cieties. The person who becomes a member 
pays a certain stim, and a penny a week; and 
the funds thus raised are given to the priest, to 
be laid out for the deliverance of souls from 
purgatory. 



as 
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PingatQfy is eatudy m deTke of m«n« The 
Scnptaremakesiianieiitioiiofit* Oatheeon^ 
traiy, every part of the Word of GFod indiofttea 
plainly that '^here the tree fiJleth^ there it shall 
Ke." (Ecdes. xi. 3.) '' The rich man died ; and 
in hell he lifted np his eyes^ heing in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Laiarus in 
his bosom: and he cried^ and said, Father 
Abraham^ have mercy on me^ and send Laiarua, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, 
and cool my tongne; for Z am tormented in 
this flame. Bnt Abraham said, Son, remem- 
ber that thon in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
things, and likewise Laaarns evil things; but 
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
And beside all this, between us and you there 
is a great gnlf fixed; so that they who would 
pass firom hence to you cannot, mil her can they 
pass to n» thai would came frem thence/* 
(Luke xtL 22.) From these passages of 
Scriptare,aad many others that might be cited, 
it is phdn that oar fiiiare state after de^ lA 
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an unalterable allotinent ; and if tliat were not 
the case^ some mention of it would have been 
made by the Saviour to us when he ministered on 
earthy or it would have been stated in the New 
Testament in the several epistles of the Apostles 
to the primitive churches^ or in their preachings 
as recorded in the book of Acts. No one is 
justified in taking up with so dangerous a 
doctrine as purgatory^ without any express 
authority for it in the Scriptures. To add 
anything to the doctrine of the Scriptures is a 
heinous sin. The Scripture aflSj*ms that ''If 
any man shall add unto these things^ God shall 
add unto him the plagues that are written in 
this book.*' (Rev. xxii. 18.) 



VI. The Pope's Infallibility. 

Sixth. A sixth reason why the Bomish 
Church is contrary to the Church of Christ is 
in the profession of the Pope's infallibility. 
We askj when did this commence? It is 



certain that Petav ^^^ ^ stated to Im tlie 
first Pope, was a man fbU of oror* On one 
occasion, be drew a sword in « fit of passion, 
''and smote the high priesfs aerrant, and ent 
off his riglit ear/' for which lie was sternly 
reproved hj our Lord. (See John xviii. lO.) 
Oh another occasion, he three times denied his 
Lord, and cursed and swore that he knew not 
the Saviour. (Mark xiv. 71.) After our Lord's 
resurrection^ we find him so much in fault that 
the Apostle Paul was obliged to reprove him 
very severely, and to point out^ before them all, 
the inconsistency of his ministry. He sayi, 
''When Peter came to Antioch, I withstood 
him to the face, because he wa$ to be blamed. 
For before that certain came from James, be 
did eat with the Oentiles ; but when they were 
come, be withdrew and separated bimself, fear- 
ing them whicb were of the circumcision i and 
the other Jews dissembled likewise with Mm, 
insomndi fliat Barnabas also was carried swsy 
wifli flicir djsmmlation^ Bntwliai Isaw that 
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ihey walked not uprightlf according to the truth 
of the Ctospel, I said unto Peter before them aU^ 
If thou, being a Jew^ lirest alber the manner 
of the Gentiles^ and not as do the Jews^ why 
compellest thoa the Gentiles to live as do the 
Jews ? We who are Jews by nature^ and not 
sinners of the Gentiles^ knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Jesus Christ; even we have be- 
lieved in Jesus Christ, that we might be justi- 
fied by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
works of the law : for by the works of the law 
shall no fiesh be justified/' (Gal. ii. 11.) We 
see that infallibility did not belong to Peter. 
Suffice it to say, then, that this profession of 
the Pope's infallibility is most fallacious and 
self^assumed. 



VII. The Confessional. 

Seventh. A seventh reason why the Church 
of Rome is contrary to the Church of Christ 
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is in its ordination of eonfeasioa to the prieet^ 
and the granting of absolution. This also is 
iri&ont authority £rom Scripture. There is no 
command in (lod's Word requiring persons to 
go to the priest or minister to eonfessj and 
receive forgiveness of sins ; nor any authority 
given to the minister to forgive sins. Neither is 
there any precedent mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures of any one of the primitive Christians 
resorting to the Apostles to make confession, 
and receive absolution. We read of the several 
proceedings of the Apostles in the book of 
Acts — how they healed the sick and the lame ; 
but never once of their granting absolution: 
and when we consider how much the Apostles 
preached and taught upon every Christian duty 
in their several epistles, can it be believed 
that^ if such a practice as the confessional 
existed amongst them, not one word would be 
said by them about it? In the primitive 
churches, during the many years that the 
Aposdes ministered, if the confiBssional veally 
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existed^ there must have been thousands of in- 
stances of the Christians going to the Apostles 
to make confession, and receive absolution; 
how, then, can it be believed that such a prac- 
tice existed with them, when there is no mention 
of one single instance of the kind? and if 
there is no mention of it in the Scriptures — 
no precept nor precedent to warrant the prac- 
tice — ^how dare any man, or any set of men, 
under the garb of the Christian ministry, to 
impose such onerous and novel duties, the 
practice of which is not only dangerous to the 
person making confession, but the height of 
presumption in the man professing to grant 
absolution, for " who can forgive sins but God ?'^ 
In the 8th chapter of Acts, and 20th verse, 
we read that Peter exhorted the man to 
pray to God for forgiveness. He did not inti- 
mate that he himself could grant him absolu- 
tion. How different this from the Pope and the 
Romish Church 1 
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VIII. Repeating the Prayers in Latin. 

Eighth. The eighth reason why the Bomish 
Charch is contrary to the Church of Christ is in 
its repeating all the prayers in Latin^ which is a 
dead language^ and, to all the poor and un- 
learned^ is an unknown tongue. The Apostle 
Faul^ in his first epistle to the Corinthians^ ex« 
pressly forbids the worship of God being con- 
ducted in an unknown tongue. He says, '^ He 
that speaketh in an unknown tongue, speaketh 
not unto men, but unto God, for no man 
understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he 
speaketh mysteries. He that speaketh in an 
unknown tongue edifieth himself. If the 
trumpet give an uncertain sound^ who shall 
prepare himself to the battle ? So likewise ye, 
except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be 
understood, how shall it be known what is 
spoken? for ye shall speak into the air. For 
if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit 
prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful. 
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What is it then? I will pray with the spirit^ 
and I will pray with the understanding also. 
Else^ when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how 
shall he that occupieth the room of the un* 
learned say. Amen, at thy giving of thanks, 
seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest ? 
for thou verily givest thanks well, but the other 
is not edified. I thank my God, I speak with 
tongues more than ye all ; yet in the church I 
had rather speak five words with my under- 
standing, that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an 
unkown tongue/' (1 Cor. xiv.) 

Here we see the Apostle Paul appealing to 
common sense, to show the utter impropriety of 
conducting the worship of God in an unknown 
tongue. If the prayers of the Bomish Church 
were not in Latin, the peojple would soon learn 
how absurd and wicked some of them are. 
The following, for instance, are part of the 
Bomish prayers in the prayer-book of that 
church : — '' O Saint Mary, who dost enlighten 
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• 



the world, who dost exalt thy servants, who 
dost illuQiinate hearts, who art the fountam of 
mercy ; from all evil, good Lady, deliver xj^bJ' 
'' O holy Dorothy, a clean heart create in me/' 
'^ O Saint George, save as from onr sins, that 
we may rest in heaven with the faithful for 
ever/' What woold any man think of such 
prayers if they were repeated in plain English? 
Most of their prayers to the saints ask for 
things which none but God alone can grant ; 
we need not wonder, therefore, at their wishing 
to hide such idolatries under the cover of an 
unknown tongue. Heathenism is in many 
respects less censurable. The poor heathens 
practise their idolatries from ignorance, and 
therefore are to be pitied ; but the Romanists, 
with God's Word before them, and his com- 
mandment before their eyes, which enjoins 
that ^^ they shall not bow down and worship 
them," treat God's Word and commandment 
with contempt. Surely it will be more toler- 
able for heathens in the day of judgment than 
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for such a people. ^^ Idolaters shall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God/' (1 Cor. vi. 9.) '' Idol- 
atry and witchcraft — they that do such things 
shall not inherit the Kingdom of God/' (Gal. 
V. 20.) 



IX. Traditions. 

Ninth. A. ninth reason why the Church of 
Rome is contrary to the Church of Christy is in 
its receiving and admitting traditions to be 
equal in authority to the Holy Scriptures^ and 
in its cursing every one who does not admit the 
same. 

The decrees of the Council of Trent, which 

are universally received and insisted on by the 

Romish Church, contain this decree verbatim, 

namely, '^ All saving truth is not contained in 

the Holy Scriptures, but partly in the Scripture 

and partly in unwritten traditions, which, who- 

* 
soever doth not receive with like piety and reve^ 

rence as he doth the Scriptures, is accursed." 
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CConc. Trid., sess. 4, de Can. Scrip.) And the 
creed of Pope Pius IV., wHeh is also insisted 
on and required from every member of the 
Bomish Church, runs thus — " I most firmly 
admit and embrace the apostolical and ecde- 
siastical' traditions, and all other constitutions 
and observances of the Bomish Church.'' 

Here, we see, the Church of Bome admits 
two distinct forms of the Word of God, namely, 
the Scriptures, which are the written word, and 
tradition, which is the unwritten word, and 
requires all its members to recognise both with 
equal piety and reverence, and asserts that the 
Scriptures do not contain all saving truths and 
curses those who say they do. 

These traditions are numerous, and are to be 
found here and there scattered in many books, 
so that no man can tell when he has got them 
all, or ^here all of them are to be found, inso* 
much that it is doubtful whether the Pope 
himself could tell where or what they all are. 
Many of them are quite contrary to Scripture, 
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and^ in such casea^ the Bomish Church allows 
the traditions to overrule the Scriptures. It 
was for this that the Saviour so much con- 
demned the scribes and Pharisees. He said to 
them^ " Why do ye transgress the command- 
ment of God by your tradition ? Ye made the 
commandment of God of none effect by your 
tradition. In vain they do worship me^ teach- 
ing for doctrines the commandments of men/' 
(Matt. XV. 3-6.) ''For, laying aside the 
commandment of God^ ye hold the tradition of 
men. Full well ye reject the commandment of 
QoA, that ye may keep your own tradition. 
Making the Word of God of none effect through 
your tradition, which ye have delivered, and 
many such like things do ye.'' (Mark vii. 
8-13.) It was against this dangerous error of 
receiving human traditions that the Apostle 
Paul forewarned the primitive Christians. He 
says, " Beware, lest any man spoil you through 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
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rudiments of the worlds and not after Christ/' 
(CoL ii. 8.) 

God^s Word holds forth this as the test of all 
truths namely^ " To the law and to the testi- 
mony, if they speak not according to this Word, 
it is because there is no light inthem/^ (Isaiah 
viii. 20.) Those who admit traditions as equal 
to the Scriptures, or who receive them in any 
way as essential to salvation, are guilty of a 
heinous sin in the sight of God, because they 
give the lie to His holy Word, which word 
affirms, ^' That all Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, and for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man cf God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works j *' and also that *' the holy Scriptures 
are able to make us wise unto salvation/' 
(2 Tim. iii. 15.) The Romish Church denies 
that Scripture has this saving power without the 
aid of her traditions, and therefore curses all 
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those who do not receive them. This is a 
daring sin in the face of the Almighty ; and 
those who are guilty of it will have much to 
answer for presently, when God shall summon 
them before him to judgment, for He hath de* 
clared that ^' He will judge the people by His 
TRUTH '' (not by human traditions). (Psalm 
xcvi. 13.) The Saviour 8ays> "Sanctify 
them through thy truth — thy word U truth/' 
(John xvii. 17.) The Scriptures declare that 
''Ood will magnify His law, imd make it honour- 
able.'' (Isaiah xlii. 21.) And ''them that 
honour me I will honour, saith the Lord.'' 
Moreover^ ''God hath magnified His word 
above all His name/' that is^ altogether above 
His name. (Psalm cxxxviii. 2.) But where 
does it say this of traditions ? 

Again, as the Romish €hurch will have it 
that Peter was their first Pope, let us refer to 
what Peter says of the Scriptures — ^how he 
ei^tols them — and, first, he forbids any one to 
speak on divine things, except by Scripture. 
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He sa^s^ '' If any man speak^ let him speak as 
the oracles of God/* (1 Peter iv. 11.) He also 
directs us in a special manner to ihe Word of 
God forlight. He says^ ^' We have also a more 
sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed cls unto a Hffki that shineth 
in a dark place until the day dawn, and the 
'day star arise in your hearts, knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any 
private interpretation, for the prophecy came 
not in old "time by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost/' (2 Peter i. 19.) Peter 
does not once direct us to tradition ; and only 
on one occasion does he ever mention tradition, 
and then in a disparaging sense, namely, ^' vain 
conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers/' (1 Peter i. 18.) If they were to 
be converted, or bom again, he directs to the 
Word of Oodss the instrument, not to tradition. 
He says, ^' Being born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of Crod, 
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which liyeth and abideth for ever/' (1 Peter i. 
23.) After they are bom again, he directs 
them also to grow in grace, by means of the 
Ward of God, He says, " as new-bom babes, 
desire the sincere milk of the Word (of God) , 
that ye may grow thereby/' (1 Peter ii. 2.) 
When he quotes anything, it is the Scrij^nre, 
not tradition. He says, " Wherefore, also, it is 
contained in the Scripture,'^ &c. (1 Peter ii. 
6.) If he reminds the Christians of any- 
thing, it is either the Old or New Testament, 
not tradition. ^^ I stir up your pure minds by 
way of remembrance, that ye may be mindful 
of the words which were spoken before by the 
holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, 
the Apostles of the L(Mrd and Saviour/' (2 Peter 
iii. 1.) Thus we see that no one can be 
further removed from Boman Catholicism, in 
regard to traditions, than the Apostle Peter. 

Traditions have always detracted from the 
honour of God and His truth. The Apostle 
Paul, speaking of the evils of tradition, in 
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reference to himself, prior to his conversion^ 
says, *' Beyond measure, I persecuted the Church 
of God, and wasted it, being more exceedingly 
zealous of the traditions of my fathers J' (Gal. 
i. 18-14.) 

The Sayiour himself always quoted Scripture 
for his authority, never tradition. When as- 
sailed by the devil, he said, " It is written^ Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God/' (Matt, 
iv. 7.) When He directed them into the way of 
truth. He said, *' Search the Scriptures, they 
are they which testify of me.'' (John v. 
39.) When the Saviour reproved, he said, 
"Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures J' 
(Matt. xxii. 29.) When he was asked by the 
young man in the gospel, how he might ob- 
tain eternal life. He directed him to the Scrip- 
tures, " Thou knowest the Commandments/^ 
He did not refer to tradition. When the 
rich man in tormenfc begged that some one 
might be sent to his brethren, lest they also 
come to the same place of torment, the reply 
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was the Scriptares^ '^ They have Moses and the 
Prophets ; if they hear not them^ neither wiU 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead/' (Luke xvi. 31.) The Saviour aU 
ways honoured the Scriptures^ but condemned 
traditions, and those who adhered to them. 
He said, ''The Scriptures must be fulfilled.^ 
(Mark xiv. 49.) ''The Scripture cannot 
be broken.^' (John x. 35.) "These things 
were done that the Scriptures should be ful- 
filled/' (John xix. 36.) When ignorance 
of truth prevailed among .the disciples, it was 
imputed to the want of knowledge of Ood's 
Word, not of tradition, '^ For as yet they knew 
not the Scripture/' (John xx. 9.) When 
the Saviour went into the synagogue, he read 
to them the Scriptures, saying, " This day is 
this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.'' (Luke 
iv. 21.) He never said anything to them 
about traditions. All through the Saviour's 
life, he preached the Scriptures and enforced 
the reading and search of them. After his 



TesarrectioBy be appears to his disci^es, and 
begins again preacbing in like manner^ ''Be- 
ginning at Moses and dl tbe propbets^ be 
expounded nnto tbem in idl tbe Scrtptares, ^e 
things concerning himsdf^ then opened be thek 
nnderstanding, that they might understand tbe 
-Scriptures/^ (Luke xxiv, 27-45.) 

Here then is the perfect example that 4he 
Sayiour hath set ns in his life and teaching, 
namely, a constant adherence to Scripture, with 
a rejection and re{»ehen8ion of traditions. But 
the Bomish Chureh will not follow nor recog« 
nise the Saviour's example, and arrogates a 
right to curse those who do. She says, ''AH 
saving truth is not contained in the holy Scrip- 
tures, but partly in Scripture, and partly in 
unwriiten traditions, which, whosoever doth not 
receive with like piety and reverence as he doth 
the Scriptures, is accursed.'^ Thus, herein, the 
Bomanists are guilty of a presumptuous and 
heinous sin, in which they greatly .dishonour 
God's holy Word, and pour contempt on our 
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Lord's teaching. The Saviour's condemnation 
of the scribes is justly applicable to the Papists : 
'' Ye have made the commandment of God of 
none effect by your tradition.'^ (Matt. xv. 
6.) 

The Bomish Church curses all those who will 
not receive her traditions^ and calls them here- 
tics. There were some such presumptuous 
characters in the days of the Apostle PauL He 
says, ^' This I confess^ that after the way which 
they call heresy, so worship I the God of my 
fathers^ believing all things which are written 
in the law and in the prophets,'^ (Acts xxiv. 
14.) He says nothing about beUeving in tra- 
ditions. 

When Paul preached^ he is thus described : 
''And Paul, as his manner was, reasoned with 
them out of the Scriptures/^ (Acts xvii. 2.) 
Thus the Apostle, in his preachings followed the 
Saviour's example. In another place, it is 
stated that the same Apostle " continued there 
a year and six months teaching the Word of Ood 
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among them/' not traditions. (Acts xyiii. 
11.) ApoUos is described as being " mightj in 
the Scriptures-/^ and that ^^he mightily con- 
yinced the Jews^ showing by the Scriptures/' 
(Acts xviii. 24.) The Berean Christians 
are stated to have been '^more noble than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether those things were so^ 
therefore many of them believed/^ (Acts xvii. 
11.) God always honours his holy Word, 
and greatly honours those who honour it. 
When ^Hhe ^orcf (/6o£f increased, the number 
of the disciples multiplied greatly/' (Acts vL 
7.) '^ The law of the Lord is perfect, convert- 
ing the soul.'' (Psalm, xix. 7.) 

When the Apostle Paul was about to take his 
final leave of those among whom he had minis- 
tered, he says, " I know that after my depart- 
ing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, 
not sparing the flock." And then he adds, 
'^ I commend you to God and to the fFordqfHis 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 
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you an inheritance among all them which 
are sanctified/' (Acts xx. 29.) Here the 
Apostle commends them to the Word of God's 
grace^ the Scriptures^ which he says is able to 
build them up or perfect them — ^he does not 
commend them to tradition. This also agrees 
with the same Apostle's testimony of God's holy 
Word, in his epistle to Timothy, namely, "from 
a child, thou hast known the holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee taise unto salva^ 
tion/' (2 Timothy iii. 15.) Neither the 
Apostle nor the other sacred writers give the 
least intimation that anything more is requisite 
to salvation than what is contained in the holy 
Scriptures. 

The traditions of the Biomish Church are very 
numerous and uncertain, and some of them 
monstrous, if not blasphemous. Take, for in-^ 
stance, the collect for St. Nicholas's day, which 
is kept on the 6th of December, it contains 
•these words, as will be seen on reference to the 
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Boman Missal in Englisli^ published in London^ 
in 1806 :: — " O God, vho by innumerable 
miracles hast honoured and blessed Nicholas, 
the bishop, grant, we beseech Thee, that bjr hi$ 
merits and intercession, we may be delivered 
from eternal flames/' There is also contained 
in the same book the following r— '* O God, who 
to recommend to us innocence of life, was 
pleased to let the soul of thy blessed virgin, 
Scholastica, ascend to- Heaven in the shape of a 
dove, grant that, by her merits and prayers, 
we may lead innocent lives here, and ascend to 
eternal joys hereafter/' Surely such fabulous 
traditions introduced into prayers are enough 
to shock common sense^ to say nothing about 
Christianity. This shows that no one can tell 
to what dangerous lengths a people may go 
when once they depart from> the simplicity of 
Gk>d'i3 holy word, and take up with traditions. 
We therefore give the same advice to every one 
as the Apostle Paul gave to Titus, which is, to 
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" bold fast the faithful Word, not giving heed to 
fables and commandments of men that turn 
from the truth/* (Titus i. 9-14.) 

But some may ask^ If we reject tradition^ 
how are we to know that the books of the New 
Testament were written by the persons whose 
names are affixed thereto? We reply, that 
that is tradition of testimony, not of doctrine 
or matters of faith; and beside which, it is 
tradition of the written word, not of the un^ 
written word. The Council of Trent declares 
that all saving truth is not contained in Scrip- 
ture, but partly in unwritten traditions. 

Again, it may be asked. Does not the Apostle 
Paul say, in 2 Thess. ii. 15, " Therefore, bre- 
thren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which 
ye have been taught, whether by word or our 
epistle ?*' To which we reply, that this is, in 
effect, only saying, '^ Attend to what I have 
said to you by word, in the sermons and per. 
sonal admonitions that I have delivered to you, 
as well as to what I write you by epistle.*' It 
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wotQd be strange indeed if the Apostle had 
said^ '^ Attend to this my epistle, but not to 
those admonitions which I delivered to you 
personally by word.^' Or, if we were to sup- 
pose the Apostle had been delivering to them 
advice personally different to that which he 
gave by letter, we must^ in that case, believe 
the Apostle to be a very inconsistent preacher 
of the truth. It cannot be imagined that he 
personally preached to them about purgatory, 
indulgences, and prayers to angels and saints, 
whilst he entirely omitted to mention these 
matters in any one of his epistles. We are 
compelled therefore to believe that what the 
Apostle had delivered by word was similar to 
and in accordance with the doctrine which he 
wrote by epistle. To believe otherwise would 
be to believe that the Apostle was a very incon- 
sistent minister of the Gospel. 

Besides, it must be observed that every part 
of the Christian religion was traditional until 
it became inscribed, and then it formed Holy 
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Scripture ; and also be it observed^ that the 
admoaitioDs that were delivered by the Apo- 
stles verbaUy to* the primitive Christians were 
intended for their personal edification aUmef and 
not for ours. We have no right to inquire into 
them. What is intended for us is what is 
written by direction of the Holy Spirit^ and 
handed down to us as Holy Scripture ; and no 
more. All the rest that was said by the Apo- 
stles is just like the rest of the miracles done 
by the Saviour^ and not recorded in the gospels ; 
tbey were done for the personal edification of 
those only to whom they were ministered* The 
Evangelist John says^ '^ Many other signs truly 
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples 
which are not written ;'' and then he tells us 
why these were written. He adds, " But these 
are written that ye might believe, and that be- 
lieving ye might have life through his Name.^' 
(John XX. 80.) The Apostle Peter tells us that 
the Scriptures '^ came not by the will of man, 
but holy men of God spake as they were 
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moved by the Holy Ghost/' (2 Pet. i. 21.) 
The Holy Ghost, then, the Author of the Scrip* 
tures, has graciously made a choice selection 
for us of the Saviour's miracles, and of Gt>spel 
narrative and saving truths, in order to our 
salvation; and we are to tender our belief, our 
obedience and humble acceptance of the same* 
Nor are we to inquire into or seek after that 
which was delivered by our Saviour or the 
Apostles^ and not written, because those mira« 
des and admonitions were for the edification 
of those, and those only, to whom they were 
personally ministered : to seek to pry into those 
would be to seek " to be wise above that which 
is written.'^ Neither is any one to cast foul 
aspersions on the Evangelists and Apostles by 
saying that what they spoke savoured of tradi* 
tions differing from what they wrote, or, in 
other words, that they said one thing, and 
wrote another. We say, God forbid that any 
one, professing to be a Christian of any deno* 
minatiouj should even insinuate such a thing. 
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When the New Testament was finished^ it 
tlien became a great sin for any one to add 
thereto, or take therefrom^ because tbe Holy 
Scriptures were completed, and tbey contain 
all tbe saving trutb wbicb is essential to our 
salvation^ and all tbat tbe Holy Spirit intended 
for us. The Romish Church therefore commits 
a daring and heinous sin against God by now 
insisting^ '^That all saving truth is not con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures, but partly in 
Scriptm*e and partly in unwritten traditions, 
which whosoever doth not receive with like 
piety and reverence as he doth the Scriptures, 
is accursed/^ 

Here we see the Bomish Church adding to 
the Holy Scriptures her traditions, and cursing 
all those who refuse to receive the same with 
equal piety and reverence as the Scriptures. 

God's command to Moses was, '^ Thou shalt 
not add thereto, nor diminish from \V (Deut. 
xii, 82,) '^ Ye shall not add unto the Word 
which I command you, neither shall ye dimi- 
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xrish ought firom it^ that ye may keep the com** 
mandments of the Lord your Gk>d, whidi I 
command you/* (Deut. iv. 2.) " Every word 
of Gk>d is pure : add thou not unto his words^ 
lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar/' 
(Prov. XXX. 5*) Ood's command to Jeremiah, 
in the preaching of His Word, was so strict, 
that he was to ''diminish not a wwd/' (Jer. 
xxvi. 2.) God is jealous of His Holy Word; 
and it is so sacred, that the Scripture affirms, 
''No man disannuUeth or addeth thereto/' 
(Gal. iii. 15.) So watchful is God over the 
honour of His Word, and so angry at any de- 
viation therefrom, that he has hedged it up by 
a special curse pronounced by himself: — ^"Cursed 
be he that confirmeth not all tie words of this 
law to do them : and all the people shall say, 
Amen.^' (Deut. xxvii. 26.) And at the end of 
the New Testament, the Holy Scriptures being 
completely finished, in order to deter any one 
from adding thereto, or taking therefrom, God 
has, in the last lines of the last chapter, hedged 
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the sacred Truth up by another woful curse, 
pronounced by Himself against all those who 
shall be guilty of so presumptuous and heinous 
a sin, in the following words : — " If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written in this 
book ; and if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life^ 
and out of the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book/' (Last chapter, 
and eighteenth verse.) All these passages of 
Scripture condemn the sinful practice of the 
Romish Church, in adding traditions to God's 
Holy Word ; and they also prove how heinou# 
the sin is. 

X. ImageSi 

A tenth reason why the Church of Bome is 
contrary to the Church of Christ, is in her use 
of images. This has always been a grievous 
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offence to God. The second commandment 
says^ ''Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image^ or any likeness of any thing 
that is in heaven above^ or that is in the earth 
beneath^ or that is in the water under the 
earth/' and then begins another distinct in* 
junction in the same commandment, namely, 
'* Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them/* 
&;c. ; ''for I the Lord thy Gk>d am a jealous 
God/' 

Here we see that^ in reference to worship, it 
is a distinct crime of itself to make or set up 
any image, or any likeness ; and to bow down to 
it, or worship it, is another sin ; both of which 
are very distinctly set forth and forbidden in the 
second commandment. One crime always leads 
on to another ; they who set up images will 
very soon find themselves ensnared to bow down 
to them and worship them in some way. The 
use of images, pictures, and material represen- 
tations, has in all ages excited the anger of 
God, because they prove a lure, through the 
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medium of the bodily eve^ of drawing away 
the mind from the spiritual worship of the 
Deitjr^ and they rob God of the honour due to 
His Holy Name. They excite the jealousy of 
Gk>d j and we read thisvas an express reason set 
forth in the second ^xwwnaudment why Gbd 
forbids it^ namely, ^'For I the Lord thy Ood 
am a jealous G-od.^^ The use of images has 
never been found to assist spiritual worship, or 
the pure worship of the heart, but has always 
led to a corruption of it. 

All Roman Catholic churches have numerous 
images set up. Mrst, there is always an image 
of the Virgin Mary, and no member of that 
church is allowed to go up the aisle of the 
church to his or her seat without bowing to 
that image ; and some kneel down before it, 
and utter a prayer. So again, on leaving the 
church, the same bowing and kneeling to the 
image is practised as on entering. This is 
invariably the case in all Boman Catholic 
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churches. Besides which^ there are other 
images and likenesses to which great reverence 
is paid. 

In the Council of T^nt (sess. 25)^ is this 
decree : — ^* Let them teach that the images of 
Christ, and of the Virgin Mother of Gk>d, and 
of other saints, are to be had and retained 
especially in churches, and due honour and 
veneration rendered to them ; and the person 
is to prostrate himself before the image^ to 
uncover his head before it, and kiss it/' 

What, we ask, does the Papist understand by 
the consecration of the images but this, namely, 
that, after they are consecrated by the priest, 
they are endued with Divine essence and virtue, 
and entitled to peculiar veneration? 

In the Catechisms used by the Bomish 
Church, the second commandment, which for- 
bids the worship of images, is omitted. The 
Romanists know that the second command- 
ment condemns their worship as idolatrous; 



66 A THUNDERBOLT FOB BOMB. 

and therefore^ as two cannot walk together^ 
except they be agreed^ they have foond it 
absolutely necessary to erase it altogether. 

There are numerous commandments and 
threats in Scripture against setting up any 
image in a place of worship^ or any way in 
connection with worship or appended thereto; 
and these are given by Gt)d in every form of 
words that can possibly be devised — as^ for 
instance^ '^Neither shalt thou set up any 
image, which the Lord thy God hateth/' 
(Deut. xvi. 22.) An express forbiddance ajso 
is given by God in reference to the placing an 
mage or likeness in any niche or secret part of 
the place of worship, lest it should prove a 
snare to the soul ; and a special curse is pro«i* 
nounced by God against the man that does it : 
— ''Cursed be the man that maketh any graven 
or molten image, an abomination unto the 
Lord, the work of the hands of the craftsman, 
and putteth it in a secret place. And all the 
people shall answer and say. Amen.'' (Deut. 
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xxvii. 15.) Even the altar which Gk)d com* 
manded to be built of stones, he specially 
enjoined that it should be of whole stones : — 
''Thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon 
them ; and thou shalt write upon the stones all 
the words of this law very plainly/^ (Verses 
5-8.) When the children of Israel possessed 
themselves of any foreign land^ the express 
command of God was to destroy all images re- 
lating to worship: — ''Thou shalt break down 
their images ; for thou art an holy people unto 
the Lord thy GoAJ' (Deut. vii. 5.) The 
second commandment is repeated again in 
Deut. V. 8., wherein the two distinct injunctions 
are again given in the commandment, namely, 
'' Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing. Thou shalt 
not bow down thyself unto them/' The 
express command of God, delivered through 
Moses to the children of Israel, in regard to 
religious worship, was to avoid all images, 
likenesses, or similitudes of every kind, lest it 
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should lead to a cornipt worship : — '' Take ye 
therefore good heed unto yourselves (for ye 
saw no manner of similitude on the day that 
the Lord spake unto you in Hereby out of the 
midst of the fire), lest ye corrupt yourselves, 
and make you a graven image, the similitude of 
any figure. Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye 
forget the covenant of the Lord your God, 
which he made with you, and make you a 
graven image, or the likeness of any thing 
which the Lord thy Ood hath forbidden thee ; 
for the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even 
Sk jealous God/' (Deut. iv. 15-28.) When 
God's people made and set up an image, it so 
angered the Almighty, that scarcely anything 
can be found like it in Holy Writ. God said 
unto Moses, '' They have corrupted themselves ; 
they have made them a molten image. Let me 
alone, that I may destroy them, and blot out 
their name from under heaven/' Aaron the 
priest, too, for having permitted it, Moses says 
of him, " And the Lord was very angry with 
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Aaron to hare destroyed kim, and I prayed for 
Aaron also the same time/' (Dent. ix. 12»20.) 
The great aggravation which Manasseh com- 
mitted against Grod is thns noticed : — *' He did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
like unto the abominations of the heathen ; he 
set up a carved image^ the idol which he had 
made^ in the house of God/' (2 Chron. zxxiii. 
7.) Even the altar, if built of stone, was 
declared by God to be poUuted if any engraving 
or imagery was pictured thereon : — " If thou 
wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not 
build it of hewn stone; for if thou lift up thy 
tool upon it, thou hast polluted it/' (Exod. 
zx. 25.) This shows how jealous God is of any 
imagery, likeness, or similitude, of any kind 
whatever, being set up in His house. He has 
solemnly declared the house and the worship to 
be corrupt and polluted. It is recorded that 
^' Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
provoked him to jealousy ; for they also built 
them images/' (1 Kings xiv. 22.) All like- 
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tiesses or representations in the house of God« 
whether of images or pictures^ are an abomina- 
-tion unto the Lord: — ''When ye are passed 
over Jordan into the land of Canaan^ then ye 
shaU destroy all their pictures, and destroy all 
their molten images/' (Numbers xxxiii. 51.) 

If any exemption in favour of an image 
could be allowed, one might suppose it to be 
the brazen serpent, which, by the command of 
Ood, Moses held up before the children of 
Israel, who were bitten by fiery serpents. On 
looking at this brazen serpent, they were to be 
healed. This could not but be considered a very 
precious relic, and which the children of Israel 
had carefully preserved as a memorial of the 
goodness of God towards them. In that re« 
spect, and so far, there was no harm in the 
preservation of this brazen serpent. But we 
read that it had been placed in the temple, 
where the worship of God was conducted, and 
that, by degrees, it had become a snare to the 
worshipers; for they had at length become so 
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comipt in their worship as to bum incense to 
it. After Hezekiah came to the throne, it ick 
recorded^ to his honour, in Second Book of 
Kings (xyiii. 4), that he brake in pieces this 
brazen serpent, which had so ensnared the wor« 
shipers at the sanctuar7. The effect which the 
brazen serpent produced on the worshipers is the 
same as every image or material representation 
has always been found to produce, namely, a de« 
traction from the purity of the worship, a dis* 
honour to God, and a snare to the souls of the 
people* There was no harm in the preservation of 
this brazen serpent, as a memorial of the good-* 
ness of Ood towards them. On the contrary, it 
was rather commendable than otherwise, if it 
had been placed in the belfry instead of the 
church; but having been set up in the place of 
worship, it at length ensnared the minds of the 
worshipers to an idolatrous homage. From 
this let every one learn how dangerous it is to 
have any image or material representation of 
any kind set up where the worship of God is 
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conducted. It renders the worship corrupt, 
and excites the jealousy and anger of God ; so 
that it is not possible, in such cases, to obej the 
Divine precept, "Worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness/^ 

The Boman Catholics, whilst they hold their 
images, profess to serve Gk)d also, the same as 
some of old who so aggravated the Almighty, 
of whom it is recorded, " So these nations 
feared the Lord, and served their graven 
images/' (2 Kings xvii. 41.) 

From the images or idols set up in a Boman 
Catholic church, any one not previously in- 
formed to the contrary might imagine that it 
was dedicated to paganism, rather than Chris- 
tian worship. The Apostle Paul asks, " What 
agreement hath the temple of God with idols ?'' 
(2 Cor. vi. 16.) The Apostle John says, " Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols." (1 John 
v. 21.) '^ My dearly beloved, flee from idolatry." 
(1 Cor. X. 14.) 

We here say nothing about the worship of 
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idoU^ saints^ and angels, because this belongs 
to the next bead ; but we think a sufficiency of 
Scripture has been quoted to convince any one 
how grievous a sin it is in the sight of God 
only to set up an image, likeness, or similitude, 
in His house^ or in reference to His worship. 

XI. Worship of fhe Virgin Mary, 
Saints, and Angels. 

An eleventh reason why the Church of Borne is 
contrary to the Church of Christ, is her idolatrotis 
worship of the Virgin Mary, saints, and angels. 

All persons are idolaters who worship or 
pray to any other than God Almighty : and it 
makes no difference whether they worship or 
pray to things inanimate, as images; or beings 
animate, as the Virgin Mary, saints, or angels 
— all are alike idolaters. 

The second commandment expressly forbids 
any worship or spiritual service being given or 
offered to any but God, ^^ Him only shalt 
thou serve ; '^ and this is further confirmed by 
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the Saviour. When he was tempted by the Devil^ 
our Lord's reply was^ ^^ It is written. Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy Ood, and him only shalt 
thou serve/^ (Matt. iv. 10.) 

The Council of Trent, which is the pole star 
for the guidance of Boman Catholics, in the 
decree concerning the invocation of saints and 
sacred images^ orders all bishops, &c., dili- 
gently to instruct the faithful concerning the 
intercession and invocation of saints, teaching 
them that the saints reigning with Christ do 
offer up prayers for men, and that it is good 
and proiStable humbly to invocate the saints, and 
to fly to their prayers, help, and assistance for 
obtaining blessings from God. Other decrees 
are also added about relics, pictures, and images, 
and then comes this conclusion or curse: — ^^ But 
if any one shall teach or think contrary to these 
decrees, let him be accursed.'' Here we must 
remind the readef that when St. John was 
about to worship the angel that appeared to 
him, the angel said, ^ See thou do it not — wor-^ 
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ship God. (See Aev. xix. 10, and also xxii. 9.) 
But we find the Romish Church commands 
her members to do the very thing which the 
angel forbade St. John to do. Again, when 
Cornelius was kneeling down to worship the 
Apostle Peter, he was forbidden to do so — the 
Apostle Peter took him by the hand, saying, 
** Stand up, Imyselfalsoamaman.^' (Acts x. 26.) 
Also, when adoration was about to be given to 
the Apostles Paul and Barnabas, '* They ran in 
among the people, crying out and saying, Sirs, 
why do you these things? We also are men of 
like passions with you, and preach unto you that 
you should turn from these vanities unto the 
living God.^* (Acts xiv. 14.) How diflFerent the 
teaching of the angel and Apostles is from that 
of the Romish Church ! It is quite evident that 
the angel and the Apostles regarded the at- 
tempts to worship them as nothing less than 
idolatry, and, therefore, they forbad it, and 
commanded them to worship God. This teach- 
ing of the angel and the Apostles agrees with 
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that of the second commandment^ which en- 
joins us to " worship God only/' and forbids us 
to ''bow down to or worship any other being 
either in heaven above or in the earth beneath/' 
And the sacred Scriptures nowhere recognise 
two kinds of wordbip^ nor does either the Old 
or New Testament make mention of any prayer 
or worship being offered to an angel or saint^ or 
to the Virgin Mary^ or to any other being than 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This 
practice, then, of the Bpmish Church, of praying 
to the Virgin Mary, saints, and angels, is an 
idolatrous worship of her own invention, with- 
out any sanction or authority from Scripture — 
on the contrary, it has every part of Scripture 
and God's express command to condemn it. 
The Apostle Faul^ in writing to the Colossians, 
2nd chapter and 18th verse, expressly cautions 
them against this idolatrous practice of wor- 
shiping angels ; he says, " TiCt no man beguile 
you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 
worshiping of angels.^' He treats it as a crafty 
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beguilemeBtj whereby they would become 
robbed of their reward as Christians by being 
drawn into this idolatrous practice of worship- 
ing of angels. It is idolatry ; and the Apostle 
says^ ''No idolater hath any inheritance into 
the kingdom of God." (Eph. v. 5.) 

In the days of the Apostle Faul^ there were^ 
no doubt^ some professing the name of Christ- 
ians who did, in some way or other, as the 
Roman Catholics do, practise idolatry ; there- 
fore, he thus cautions them, " I have written 
unto you not to keep company, if any manth^t 
is called a brother be an idolater. With such 

an one, no, not toeat.^^ (1 Cor. v. 11.) With 
such an one we may shake hands as a man 

of business on the Exchange or market, but 

we dare not do so as a Christian brother. 

''Idolaters shall not inherit the kingdom of 

God.^' (1 Cor. vi. 9.) In dealing with a people 

like the Boman Catholics, we must treat them 

by the rule given us — we have nothing to do 

with the exception, if there be one; God only 
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knows how to observe that, who, in His infi- 
nite wisdom, can " of some have compassion, 
making a diflFerence." What we know of this 
people is, that they are like a people of old that 
the Scriptures make mention of, that, did err 
in their hearts, and did not know, although 
they might have known, the way of God, and 
unto whom " He sware in his wrath that they 
should not enter into His rest. 

Let any dispassionate Christian look at the 
case in all its bearings, and the danger of this 
people will be at once recognised. The' Scrip- 
ture affirms that '^ other foundation can no man 
lay than that which is *laid/^ which is Jesus 
Christ, the intercessor for sinners, and that 
there is no other way given among men whereby 
we can be saved. The Roman Catholics look 
to the Virgin Mary as their intercessor, whom 
they style, in their prayer-books, " the Mother 
of Grace, the Gate of Heaven, the Refuge of 
Sinners, the help of Christians." Their way 
of truth is idolatry and mariolatry. Again, 
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the justification of the true Christian is justi- 
fication by faith^ " for by the works of the law 
shall no flesh living be justified/' says the 
Apostle Paul : but the justification of the 
Roman Catholic is by works^ penances^ and 
acts of supererogation; their foundation, there- 
fore^ is wrong. 

But^ some will ask^ are not some of the Roman 
Catholics very superior in morality and de- 
Totedness to their religion ? But we reply^ this 
matters not^ for none were more moral and 
devoted than the Scribes and Pharisees; and 
yet none did our Saviour more condemn — ^their 
foundation was wrong— they were like the Ro- 
manists. Our Saviour said unto them, '^Te 
do greatly err, not knowing the Scriptures :" 
<' in vain ye do worship me, teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of men/' Again, the 
Apostle Paul once was moral and devoted, while 
yet he assisted at the martyrdom of Stephen, 
and went down to Damascus, persecuting the 
Christians to death. Israel were moral and 
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devoted, but their foundation was wrong — 
namely^ that of works. l%e Apostle Paol^ in. 
his epittle to the Romans, says, '' Israel^ that 
followed after the law of righteousness, hath 
not attained to the law of righteousness. Where- 
fore? Because they sought it not by faith, 
but, as it were, by the works of the law; 
for they stumbled at that stumbling-stone/^ 
(Romans ix. 81.) When the foundation is 
wrong, the superstructure is bad also. When 
these things are weighed and duly considered, 
the dangerous state of the Roman Catholics is 
at once recognised, because their foundation is 
bad, independent of the many other delusions 
and idolatries connected with their religion, so 
that it reminds us of a people of a similar de- 
scription alluded to by the Apostle Paul, in his 
second epistle to the Thessalonians, second 
chapter, and tenth verse, and who are devoted 
to '^ deceivableness of unrighteousness, and for 
this cause Ood shall send them strong delu- 
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sions^ that they should believe a lie^ that they 
all might be damned/' 

Once more^ in order to have a more full and 
enlarged yiev of the Roman Catholics and their 
real position in respect to Christianity^ let us 
consider for a moment that Christ stood here 
amongst us in the present day^ and let us 
suppose that the Eomanists were to address our 
Saviour with a true avowal of their principles 
in the following form^ which is in exact accord- 
ance with their tenets — namely^ *^ We will 
not own your intercession for sinners, except 
through the intercession of the Virgin Mary ; 
we will not recognise the way of salvation laid 
down by you — ^that is, justification by faith, 
through the atonement of your death, and count 
our own righteousness as filthy rags, and say, 
when we have done all, we are unprofitable ser- 
vants, as you have desired us; but we will set 
up justification by our own works, penances, 
and especially works of supererogation. We 
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will not recognise you or your worship^ or the 
worship of God, except in conjunction with 
images^ and the worship of the Virgin Mary, 
saints, and angels. We will not recognise you 
or God at the sanctuary, without the Virgin 
Mary and the saints and angels, and the image 
of the Virgin Mary being especially set up 
there, to which all who attend shall bow down. 
We will not recognise your commands as head 
of the Church, but only in a subordinate sense, 
with the Pope as head, so that where you have 
commanded us to do any thing, if the Pope 
commands otherwise, we shall obey him, and 
not you : as in the case of the sacramental cup, 
you have commanded us, saying, ^ Drink ye all 
of it/ but the Pope says none of us shall 
drink of it, and we shall follow his command, 
and not yours. You say, ' Search the Scrip- 
tures — they are they which testify of me -J the 
Pope forbids this practice, and we choose to 
follow his command, not yours. We will not 
recognise God's Word, except in conjunction 
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with our own traditions, whicli we insist on 
should be received in all respects with like 
piety and reverence as God's Holy Word/' 

Now, we ask any sensible man, or any rea- 
sonable Christian, if he believes the Saviour 
would recognize these Romanists as his fol- 
lowers ? It is quite certain that He would not, 
but would turn from them with scorn, saying 
*' Get thee behind me, Satan.'* He would 
reject them and go away^ proclaiming their 
condemnation as He did to the Jews of old, 
''I say unto you, henceforth your house is 
left unto you desolate/' What, then, the 
Saviour would do^ is the duty of every real 
Christian to do^ that is, to treat this people, 
in a religious point of view, with contempt, be- 
cause they dishonour God and treat His word 
and commandments with derision ; they wilfully 
pervert and reject the way of truth, and by 
closing and secreting the book of life, ^^ They 
go not in the way of truth themselves, and 
those that would enter therein they hinder/' 
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Oar Saviour would much prefix their rejectioa 
of His truth altogether^ — His command to all 
such is^ '^ Either make the tree wh(de and the 
fruit whole^ or the tree corrupt and the fruit 
corrupt/^ 

We would ask the Roman Catholics : How is 
it^ that in the book of Acts^ which records the 
several acts and proceedings of the Apostles, as 
weU as their preachings and teachings, that no 
mention whatever is inade of the Virgin Mary ; 
much less of any prayer being offered to her 
or to any saint or angel? Now, from this cir- 
cumstance alone, it is quite certain that if the 
Apostles did preach and teach the truth, the 
Bomish Church must be condemned for her 
idolatry in the worship of the Virgin Mary, 
saints, and angels.* 

Again, let any one read the Apostle Paul's 
epistle to the Komans, and his epistles to the 

* She is only once mentioned' incidentally, as being in 
company with the other disciples, in Ist diap. Acts. 
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seyeral other cliurches^ that is to sajr, the 
epistles to the Corinthians^ Galatians^ Ephesians^ 
Philippians^ Colossians^Thessalonians^ Hebrews^ 
Timothy and Titus^ and it will be seen that no 
mention whatever is made of the Virgin Mary^ 
nor of any adoration being paid to her or to 
any saint or angel. And let any one read the 
epistles of St. Peter^ whom the Bomish Church 
would have us beUeve was her first Pope^ and 
it will be seen that Peter makes no mention 
whatever of the Virgin Mary, nor of any prayer 
being offered to her or to any saint or angel. 
And read also the epistles of the other Apostles, 
St. James, St. John, &c.^ and we find no men- 
tion whatever made of the Virgin Mary, much 
less of any prayer being offered to her or to 
any saint or angel. Does not all this, we ask, 
clearly prove that the practice of the Bomish 
Church in praying to the Virgin Mary, saints 
and angels, is an idolatrous invention of her 
own, altogether opposed to the truth of Chris- 
tianity as preached and taught by the Apostles ? 
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Again^ how is it^ we ask^ that St. John^ all 
through the Book of Revelations^ does not once 
mention the Virgin Mary ? He relates all the 
particulars of his heavenly visions and revela^ 
tions^ in which he appears to have seen almost 
everything relating to heaven. How is it, we 
ask, that he makes no mention whatever of the 
Boman Catholics^ Queen of Heaven, nor of any 
adoration being paid to her, or to any saint or 
angel ? Does not all this prove that the worship 
of the Virgin Mary, saints, and angels, is alto- 
gether opposed to the truth of Christ — gross 
idolatry, invented by the Eomish Church ? 

It is very common for Boman Catholics to 
assign as a reason for worshiping the Virgin 
Mary, the words uttered by the angel, addressed 
to her as recorded in the first chapter of St. 
Luke, and the twenty-eighth verse, namely, 
*' Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is 
with thee ; blessed art thou among women.^^ 

The word " hail ^' was, in that day, a com- 
mon mode of salutation. There is nothing iii 
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this expression that implies the worship of the 
Virgin, otherwise we might infer that the 
Saviour worshiped His own disciples, when 
He met them and exclaimed ^' All hail/^ (Matt, 
xxviii. 9.) 

Then, as to the other expression, '* Blessed art 
thou among women." There is nothing in this 
that denotes worship. The Saviour said, in 
reference to John, '^ Of them that are bom of 
women, there hath not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist,'' yet what sober Christian 
would think of worshiping John the Baptist ? 

Again, the words addressed by the angel to 
the Virgin are only "Blessed art thou among 
women," but the words uttered by the angel of 
the Lord, in reference to Jael, the wife of 
Heber, are still stronger, namely, "Blessed 
above women shall Jael, the wife of Heber the 
Kenite be.'^ (See Judges v. 24.) And yet, 
who, on this account, would think of worship- 
ing this woman ? 

Besides, can anything be more strange or 
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unaccountable^ if the Virgin was to be wor- 
sbipedj that neither our Lord nor the Apostles 
ever gave any directions to that effect ? — and 
that not one of the Apostles or disciples wor- 
shiped or prayed to her, or even mentioned 
her name ? So that this practice of the Bomish 
Church is entirely unsanctioned by Scripture 
in precept and precedent. 

We have now proved that the practice of the 
Bomish Church in the worship of the Virgin 
Mary, saints, and angels, is idolatrous, and 
contrary to the truth of Scripture. We shall 
also show in few words that it is equally opposed 
to sense and reason. 

Let any one ask himself how it is possible that 
the Virgin Mary, saints, and angels can hear 
the prayers offered to them by the Church in 
India, America, England, and all other parts of 
the world at the same time, unless you believe 
them endowed with the same attributes as God, 
that is to say, as being omniscient and omni- 
present. To believe this is monstrous and 
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blasphemous; and yet^ monstrous as it is^ it 
must be entertained, if the worship itself is 
entertained. We see, then, that the worship of 
the Virgin Mary, saints, and angels is not 
only contrary to Scripture, but also to sense 
and reason; idolatries that shock even the 
understanding. 

Sometimes the Catholics pray to God, the 
saints, and the Virgin Mary, conjointly in the 
same prayer; as, for instance, in the notable 
prayer to which, in 1817, an indulgence of 300 
days is annexed, the following expressions 
occur: — 

" JeavLBt Joseph, Mary, I give you my heart and soul." 
" Jesus, Joseph, Mary, assist me in my last agony." 

The Roman Catholics give the same titles to 
the Virgin Mary, and ascribe to her the same 
offices and powers as to Christ, and in doing 
which they place her on an equality with the 
Godhead. She is addressed in their prayer 
books as the advocate of sinners — ^the refuge of 
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sinners — the gate of heaven, &c. In the work 
by Bonaventura, the name of Mary is substi- 
tuted for Jehovah generally, as in the following 
expressions : — " In thee, O Lady, have I put my 
trust, let me never be ashamed : in thy grace 
uphold me." /^Unto thee have I cried, O 
Mary, when my heart was in heaviness, and 
thou hast heard me from the top of the ever- 
lasting hiUs." " Come unto Mary, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and she shall 
refresh your souls." What, we ask, can any 
reasonable Christian think of such monstrous 
idolatries ? The infant from the cradle is taught 
to pray to the Virgin Mary, and on his dying 
pillow to entrust his departing spirit into her 
hands. 

But to prove the idolatry of the Romish 
Church almost beyond all conception, we have 
only to quote the encyclical letter of the present 
Pope Pius IX., dated the 2nd February, 1849, 
which contains, amongst other blasphemous 
expressions, the following, namely, '^ The Virgin 
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Mary is raised hy the greatness of her merits 
above all the choirs of angels up to the throne 
of God ; who has crushed under the foot of her 
virtues the head of the old serpent. The founda- 
tion of our confidence is in the* Most Holy 
Yii^n^ since it is in her that God has placed 
the plenitude of all good^ in such sort that if 
there be in us any hope — if there be any 
spiritual health — ^we know that it is from 
l^r that we receive it^ because it is the 
will of Him who bath willed that we should 
have all by the instrumentality of Mary/^ As 
this is from the Pope himself^ we certainly can 
need no further proof of Rome's idolatry. And 
to show that the Pope himself is not expressing 
his own sentiments only, but that of the Romish 
Church generally, he adds in his said letter that 
these are the sentiments also of ^^the most 
illustrious prelates, venerable canonical chap- 
ters^ and religious congregations.'' After this, 
who can deny that Eome is idolatrous? Many 
prayers are offered to the Virgin Mary in the 
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same form as to God himself; as^ for instance^ 
the following: — ''Spare us Good Lady;^^ 
** From all evil. Good Lady, deliver us/^ 

Prayers to saints, as well as to the Virgin Mary, 
form part and parcel of the Romish liturgy, so 
that it is not possible to join in her worship 
without joining in these prayers. Even the 
llomish Catechism teaches that it is proper to 
pray to saints. 

The following is another monstrous extract 
from the Roman Missal : " May the intercession, 
O Lord, of Bishop. Peter, thy Apostle, render the 
prayers and offerings of thy Church acceptable 
to Thee, that the mysteries we celebrate in his 
honour may obtain for us the pardon of our sins.'' 

Who win dare to deny that this is blasphemy 
— to instruct persons to look for pardon for sins 
by celebrating mysteries in honour of Peter ? 
Whereas, Peter himself declares that " there is 
no other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved but by Jesus Christ.'' 
(Acts 4. 12.) And Paul says, '' Christ is able 
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to save to the uttermost all that come unto God 
by Him^ seeing he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them.*' (Hebrews vii. 25.) 

The following prayer to the Virgin Mary we 
extract from the Litany of Loretto^ in the Prayer 
Book for the Church of Rome, London, 1842 : — 
" We fly to thy patronage, O Holy Mother of 
God ; despise not our petitions in our necessi- 
ties, but deliver us from all dangers^ O ever 
glorious and blessed Virgin/' 

In what is called the Lady^s Psalter, will be 
found blasphemies almost too shocking to read. 
This Psalter is formed by altering the Psalms 
in the Bible, and substituting the Virgin Mary's 
name instead of God's. The Slst Psalm is 
made to run thus : '' In thee, O Lady, have I 
hoped, let me never be confounded. Receive 
me into thy favour, incline to me thine ear ; 
into thine hand, O Lady, I commend my 
spirit.'^ The 29th Psalm runs thus: ''Bring 
unto our Lady, O ye sons of God, bring praise 
and worship unto our Lady." The 68th Psalm : 
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'^ Let Mary arise^ and let all her enemies be 
scattered/' The 84th : " How amiable are thy 
dwellings, Lady of Hosts/' The 92nd : " It 
is a good thing to give thanks and confess to 
the Virgin, and to sing praises to her glory/' 
The 103rd Psalm runs thus : " Praise the Virgin 
Mary, O my soul, and all that is in me praise 
and glorify her name/*' The doxology in the 
Popish books place the Virgin Mary conjointly 
with God, thus : " Glory be to God and to the 
blessed Virgin ;" and from her they say, " The 
sinner receiveth pardon ; the righteous, grace ; 
the angels, joy ; and the whole Trinity, glory." 
In the Popish pictures she sits between the 
Father and Son, with a dove hovering round 
her. All this is both ludicrous and shocking. 

The following is a prayer at the consecration 
of images, extracted from the £oman Ritual 
ordered by Pope Urban VIII: — ^*' Grant, O 
God, that whosoever before this image shall 
diligently and humbly upon his knees worship 
and honour thy only begotten Son, or the. 
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Blessed Virgin^ or this glorious apostle, martyr^ 
confessor, or virgin (as the case may be), that 
he may obtain by his (or her) merits and inter- 
cession grace in this present life and eternal 
glory hereafter/' Prayer at the consecration 
of a crucifix : — *' We beseech thee, O Lord, Holy 
Father, Almighty everlasting God, that Thou 
wouldst TOQchsafe to bless this wood of Thy 
cross; that it may be a healthy remedy to 
mankind, a strengthener of faith and increaser 
of good works, a redemption of souls, and a 
comfort, protection, and defence against the 
cruelties of our enemies/' 

If we were to continue these extracts of 
idolatrous worship and prayers of the Romish 
Church, we might fill a volume ; we shall con- 
clude, therefore, with only one more, which is 
a prayer offered to St. Anne, styled Our Lord's 
grandmother, "O great saint, in honour of 
God's regarding and exalting thee in His eter- 
nity to those most high and sublime estates of 
mother of the Mother of God, and grand- 
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mother of Jesus Christ — in adoration of all the 
Tirtues of thy life, and of the last breath in 
which thou gavest up thy spirit — ^in the state 
of great grace consummated in the hand of 
your Grandson and jour Lord — ^in homage of 
the right and power which you had of mother 
oyer your daughter^ and of grandmother over 
her Son^ and of their sufbmission and reverences 
which they render to thee — we pray/' &c., &c. 
The book which contains this prayer was ap- 
proved of at Paris in the following words: — 
" We, doctors of divinity of the faculty of Paris, 
do hereby certify that we have read and ex- 
amined this book, entitled '^ The Prerogative of 
St. Anne,'' in which we have found nothing but 
what is conformable to the Roman Church; on 
the contrary, we have thought it worthy to be 
published, as very useful to maintain the devo- 
tion to Saint Anne. Given at Paris, July 10th, 
1643." 

Such are the absurdities and idolatries of the 
Bomish Church ; and we cannot conclude this 
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head without i^ain citing the advice and decla- 
ration of the Apostle Paul to the primitive 
Christians thereon, "Beloved, flee from idola- 
try." (1 Cor. X. 14.) *' Idolaters shall not in- 
herit the iingdom of God." (1 Cor. vi. 9.) 
"Idolatry and witchcraft, they that do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." 
(Gkl.v.20.) "Idolaters and all liars shall have 
their portion in the lake which bumeth with 
brimstone and fire, which is the second death." 
(Rev. xxi. 8.) 

We repeat again what we have before stated, 
namely, that heathenism is far less censurable 
than the worship of the Romish Church. The 
heathens do what they do from ignorance, but 
the Roman Catholics, with God's Holy Word 
before them, which so repeatedly condemns 
these idolatries, still go on in defiance of God's 
command and of His truth. "More tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judg- 
ment than for this people." The Scriptures 
declare that ^^ all the promises of God are yea 
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and amen in Christ Jesus ;'^ but where is there 
a promise made to any one that prays to the 
Virgin Mary, to angels, or to saints ? 

XII. The forbidding the free perusal 

of the Scriptures. 

The twelfth reason why the Bomish Chiiroh 
is contrary to the Church of Christy is in the 
forbidding the free perusal of the Holy Scrip- 
tures by the people. 

.No section of the Christian Church forbids 
the people the^free perusal of Ood^s Word ex- 
cept the Bomish Church. Does not this at 
once prove that that Church is not founded on 
the IVord of God? Does it not prove that it 
is devised and canducted by priestcraft, separate 
and apart from the Scriptures ? If the Bomish 
Church be the true one — if it be authorized 
and established by God^s holy Word — what 
fear can there be of allowing the free perusal of 
the Sacred Scriptures by the people ? Surely 
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hj this rneans^ if it; be the true Church, its 
trath will become apparent and proved to all. 
But if the Romish priests know that the en- 
lightening of the mind by the perusal of God's 
Truth, extinguishes the Bomish Church instead 
of increasing and strengthening it — if they 
know, from experience and long observation, 
that the free perusal of God's holy Word im- 
mediately suppresses their idolatrous worship, 
and induces the people to abandon the Bomish 
tenets — does not this prove beyond all contra- 
diction that the Romish Church is not the true 
Church of Christ, and that it is not founded 
on the sacred Word, nor sanctioned by it? 
for if it was, the people,by reading God's Word, 
would be more and more convinced of the ex- 
cellence and truth of the Romish doctrine; but 
if the contrary effect is produced, if the reading 
of God's Word extinguishes that Church, it is a 
proof that it is not the counterpart of the Word^ 
nor in accordance with it. If the Pope and the 
priests know, which they do know full well^ 
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that the free perusal of God's Word by the 

people ia^ariably induces them to renouBce the 

Bomish Church as being contrary to the truth 

of Grot\ and that it is essential to Popery and 

its very existence that Grod's Word should be 

withheld from the people^ then there cannot be 

a stronger proof given that the Romish Church 

is founded by the crafty devices of men, and 

not by God, and that sooner or later the whole 

must fall down before God's Word, and its free 

.circulation and perusal in the world, in the 

same way as the idol Dagon of old fell down all 

to pieces before the Ark of God. In a word, 

whatever in religion requires darkness and 

ignorance of God's Word to keep it alive, must 

at length become extinguished and dispersed. 

The sun is to the natural world, what God's 

Word is to the spiritual woifld : when the sun 

arises, the darkness, the dew, the mist, and the 

fog all disperse ; so also as the Sacred Scriptures 

become circulated and freely read, and the light 

of Divine Truth shines upon the mind, all 
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idolatries^ superstitions, and religious devices of 
men will become abandoned and extinguiahed. 

We shall now proceed to give some extracts 
from the Council of Trent^ and the letters and 
decrees of the several Popes on this head. The 
Council of Trent, which is bowed to with un- 
qualified submission by all Roman Catholics^ 
■has decreed ten rules in reference to prohibited 
books. The fourth rule forbids any one 
reading the Bible without a licence from his 
bishop or inquisitor; such license to be founded 
on a certificate from his confessor that he is in 
no danger of receiving injury from so doing; 
The following are the express words of the 
Council : — ^'That if any one shall dare to read 
or keep in his possession the Bible^ without 
such a license, he shall not receive absolution 
till he has given it up to his ordinary." (See 
Council of Trent respecting prohibited books, 
p. 231 of the Leipsic edition.) These rules are 
further confirmed and ratified by the Bull of 
Pope Pius lY., in which he decrees that those 
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who shall disobey them shall be held gailty of 
mortal sin. 

The uniform exertion of the Popes and 
priests of Rome is to prevent the circulation 
and perusal of the Bible. 

Tope Pius VII., in his Bull, dated June 9th, 
1816, denounced the Bible Society, and de- 
clared that he was shocked by the circulation 
of the Scriptures, which he pronounces is a 
most '^ crafty device by which the very foun- 
dations of religion are undermined, a pestilence, 
a defilement of the faith, imminently dangerous 
to souls.*' He declares that the Bible printed 
by heretics is to be numbered among prohibited 
books, and that the Scriptures, when circulated 
in the vulgar tongue, have produced more 
harm than benefit. Thus we see the Pope sets 
his face against the reading of the Bible, which 
he declares does more evil than good. 

The same Pope issued a Bull in 1819 on the 
subject of the circulation of the Scriptures in 
the Irish schools. He says *it is the sowing of 
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tares i and that the children are thereby infested 
with the fatal poison of depraved doctrines , and 
exhorts the Irish bishops to endeavour to pre- 
vent the wheat being choked by the tares. Thus 
we see the Pope declares the ScLcred Scriptures 
to be tares. 

Pope Leo XII.^ in 1824, published an 
encyclical letter, in which he adverts to a 
society vulgarly called the Bible Society, as 
spreading itself through the whole world, and 
designates the Protestant Bible '^ the Gospel of 
the devil/' 

The late Pope Gregory XVI., in his ency- 
clical letter, after referring to the decree of the 
Council of Trent quoted above, confirms the 
same and other decrees of the Bomish Church 
of a like kind in the following words : — *' More- 
over, we confirm and renew the decrees recited 
above, delivered in former times by apostolic 
authority, against the publication, distribution, 
reading, and possession of books of the Holy 
Scriptures translated into the vulgar tongue.'' 
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The Irish Catholic Bishop, Dr. Doyle^ in his 
charge to priests respecting the Kildare Place 
Society, declared that if parents sent their chil- 
dren to a Bible school, after the warning of the 
priest, '' they would be guilty of mortal sin.'' 
Since the 1st of June, 1816, four Popes in 
succession, including Pope Pius IX., have for- 
mally declared to the world, that by the circu- 
lation and reading of the Sacred Scriptures in 
the vulgar tongue ^^ih^very foundations of their 
religion are undermined.^' How different this 
is from the declaration of the Psalmist, ''the 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise 
the simple.'' (Psalm xix. 7.) How different also 
from the declaration of the Apostle Paul, in his 
letter to Timothy, ''from a child thou hast 
known the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation." (2 Tim. iii 15.) 
How different too from the Saviour, who said. 
" Search the Scriptures." (John v. 39.) 
The present Pope Pius IX., in his encyclical 
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letter^ issued in January^ 1850, after condemn- 
ing tbe new art of printing, the Pope adds these 
words : — " Nay more, with the assistance of the 
Biblical societies, which have long been con- 
demned by the holy chair, they do not blush 
to distribute Holy Bibles, translated into the 
vulgar tongue, without being conformed to the 
rules of the Church. Under a false pretext of 
religion, they recommend the reading of them 
to the faithful. You in your wisdom perfectly 
understand^ venerable brethren, with what vigi- 
lance and solicitude you ought to labour that 
the faithful mayfly with horror frmn this poison- 
ous reading" 

From these quotations and extracts from the 
Council of Trent, and the letters and decrees of 
the Popes, the authority of which no Catholic 
dare dispute, it is evidently recognized as an 
established fact by the Popes themselves that 
the reading of the Bible applies at once the axe 
to the root of Popery — the one expels the 
other — they are antagonistic and inimical, and 
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caunot exist together. From this it is clear^ 
that the circulation and perusal of the Scriptures 
will prove the only antidote to Popery. 

The sacred Scriptures are truth itself. Our 
Saviour has declared so; he says^ '^Sanctify 
them by Thy truth, Thy word is truth." (John, 
xvii. 17.) On another occasion the Saviour 
declared that errors in profession of religion 
arise from not reading or knowing God's Word, 
He said, " Ye do err, not knowing the Scrip- 
tures/' (Mark xii. 24.) In another part He says, 
" Search the Scriptures, they are they which 
testify of Me/^ (John v. 39.) How is it that the 
Pope and priests do not imitate the Saviour, if 
they know their doctrine to be consistent with 
truth? Why do they not say, search the 
Scriptures, and you will become more and 
more convinced of the truth of Popery ? They 
know that searching the Scriptures extinguishes 
it, and that by this practice it immediately dies 
a natural death ; the people find that none of 
its tenets are founded on Scripture; in fact. 
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that Scripture negatives the doctrine instead of 
establishing it ; they then throw off its trammels 
and forsake its profession. It is for this reason 
that the Pope and priests are more inveterate 
against the free circulation and perusal of the 
Bible than anything else ; they find it impos- 
sible for two to walk together except they be 
agreed; and that as there is no agreement or 
concordance between Popery and the Scriptures, 
they know^ both by experience and observation^ 
that in no single instance can the profession of 
Popery and its idolatrous worship be kept up 
where the free perusal of God's Word is al- 
lowed. It is from a knowledge of this fact that 
a strict forbiddance of the perusal of the sacred 
Scriptures is uniformly enjoined on the people 
by the Pope and the priests ; clearly showing 
that iffnorance qf Ood's Holy Wwd is essential 
to the existence of Popery. 

Our Saviour^ in explaining the parable of the 
BOwer and the good seed^ says^ " the seed is the 
Word of God/' (Luke viii. 11.) It is this good 
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seed^ the Word of God, being sown in the 
heart, that springa np nnto etemiil life. How 
shoeking, then, to withhold thia Word from the 
people ! The patriarch sajs it is bj this Word 
that a young man is to cleanse his way, and 
gain fitness for heaven. ^' Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way? By taking heed 
thereto according to Thy Word.'' (Ps. cxix. 9.) 
As if he had said, ^* By what possible means 
can a young man cleanse his way except by 
Ood's Word ?'' But how, we ask, can he do this 
if he is not allowed to read it? The Patriarch 
Job, says, '' I have esteemed the words of His 
mouth more than my necessary food/' (Job 
xxiii. 12) ; but Popery teaches us to shun this 
word as poison. The Apostle Paul, in writing 
to Timothy, says, '^ From a child thou hast 
known the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation;" and then he 
adds, '^ all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
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that the man of Ood may be*perfect^ thoroughly 
fiiriiiBhed unto all good works/' (!2 Tim. iii. 15.) 
Here the aposfle reminds Timothy of his study 
of the Scriptures from his childhood^ and de- 
clares that the holy Scriptures are able to make 
us wise unto salvation. What then can we 
think of Popery^ that forbids the study of the 
holy Scriptures? The apostle goes on to de- 
clare that the Scriptures are able to perfect the 
man of Ood^ and to thoroughly lunush him 
unto aU good works. This sacred declaration 
of the Apostle Paul at once condemns in the 
strongest mannisr the conduct of the Romish 
Churchy in withholding God's Word from the 
people; for the apostle declares that it is by 
this Word that the man of God is to be per- 
fected, and fitted for heaven^ 

All the grades of the Christian's profession^ 
and his progress towards heaven^ are effected 
by means of God's holy Word — this Word, 
which the Papists forbid the people to peruse. 
The Word of God, by the agency ot the Holy 
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Spirit^ quickens^ enligliteiifl^ converts and sanc- 
tifies. Firsts as to its quickening effect: 
^' Quicken Thou me^ O Lord^ according to Thy 
Word/' (Ps. cxix. 25, 107.) " I wiU never for- 
get Thy precepts^ for by them Thou hast quick- 
ened me/' (Ps. cxix. 98.) ''The Word of God 
is quick and powerful.^' (Heb. iv. 12.) " This is 
my comfort in my a£Q[iction — ^Thy Word hath 
quickened me.'' (Ps. cxix. 50.) 

Second, as to its enligl^ning effect. ^' The 
entrance of Thy Word giveth light ; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple." (Ps. cxix. 130.) 
''The commandment of the Lord is pure; en- 
lightening the eyes." (Ps. xix. 8.) " The com- 
mandment is a lamp, and the law is light." 
(Prov. vi. 28.) " I had not known sin but by 
the law." (Rom. vii. 7.) " Thy Word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a Jight unto my path. 
(Ps. cxix. 105.) 

Third, its converting effect. Bj the Word qf 
God, which effectually worketh'in all you that 
believe." (I Thess. ii. 18.) " Receive with 
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meekness the engrafted Wordy which is able to 
iave your souls/' (James i. 21.) " Of His own 
will begat He us by the Word of truih.^^ (Verse 
18.) "Being born again^ not of corruptible 
seed — ^bttt of incorruptible, by the Word of God" 
(1 Peter i. 23.) *' The good seed is the Word 
of God." (Luke viii. 1 1 .) " The law of the Lord 
is perfect, converting the soul.'^ (Ps. xix. 7.) 
'^ The testimony of the Lord is sure ; making 
wise the simple.^' (Verse 7.) 

Fourth, its sanctifying effect. " Every thing 
is sanctified by the Word of God and prayer.'^ 
(1 Tim. iv. 5.) '* I commend you to the Word 
of His grace, which is able to build you up and 
to give you an inheritance among aU them that 
are sanctified.^' {Actsxx. 82.) "Now ye are 
cfean through the W^rd." (John xv. 3.) "The 
Church, that He might sanctify and cleanse it 
by the Word." <Ephes. v. 26.) " Sanctify them 
through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth." 
(John xvii. 17.) 

Here we see, from all the passages above 
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qnotdd, how blessed an effect is produced in 
and for man by the suasion of tbe sacred Scrip- 
tures ; that it fits the Christian for heaven by 
effecting for him all the grades of his salvation. 
How great is the guilt and sin^ then, of the 
Romish Church, in forbidding the free perusal 
of this Word, which the Apostle Paul affirms is 
able to make wise unto salvation, and to save 
the soul ! How opposed to the teaching of the 
Bible is the teaching of the Romish Church ! 
Does not this prove, beyond all doubt, that 
that Church cannot be the true Church of 
Christ ?— ^a Church that does so much dishonour 
to God's holv Word — ^that Word which is in- 
tended by God, through the Holy Spirit's 
agency, to quicken, enlighten, convert, and 
sanctify us^ and prepare us for heaven. The 
patriarch declares, that God hath magnified 
His Word above all His name, that is, alto- 
gether above His name, so that there is no fear 
of excess. A particular blessing, too, is pro- 
nounced by God's Word on ail those who read 
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it: — ''Blessed is he that readeth the things 
which are written therein/' (Bev. i. 3.) The 
Romish Church ctiises those who read it. 

The blessed effects of the Bible are soch^ thlit 
it always enlightens^ ennobles and evangelizes 
a nation where it is freely circulated and read. 
On the contrary^ it is remarkable that in e^&ry 
country where thia Word is not^ the people are 
always idolaters ; no matter how learned they 
may be^ or how skilful in the arts and adiences^ 
as in India and Ohina^ yet in religion they are 
always found to be idolaters^ worshiping 
images, or the sun or moon, but not Gk)d; it is 
God^s holy Word that reveals Him to mankind 
and directs to the true worship of Himself. 
This proves the truth of the sacred declaration, 
'' Man by wisdom knew not God ;^' that is, by 
the light and wisdom of natare alone, he 
could not find out the knowledge of God. 
Where the Scriptures are not, there the people 
aire always total idolaters; and where the 
Scriptures are given only partly, as in the case 
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of the Roman Catholics^ there the people are 
always semi-idolaters. But where God's holy 
Word is freely circulated and read^ not only is 
there no idolatry, but the minds of the people 
are raised to the highest degree of spiritual 
enlightenment; civil and religious liberty pre- 
vail^ and education advances; whilst at the 
same time, bigotry, superstition^ and religious 
persecution^ together with all lordly domination 
and dictation in religious affairs, cease and 
become no longer known; in a word, ''the 
leopard lies down with the lamb/' There may 
be differences of opinion and religious wor- 
ship among the people, but they do not seek 
to persecute and devour one another ; all are 
peaceably inclined and wish wdl to each other. 
In fine, wherever Gt>d'8 holy Word is freely 
and daily read by the people, there the best 
religious suasion prevails, and there also are 
found the best Christians. 

Here, then, let all be admonished who wish 
well to their fellow creatures, or who desire to 
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promote the oommonwealtli of Tsnid and to 
uphold tiie IioiMNir of God^ tint it h tbeir 
bonnden duty to beoome a 8ubacrib« to tbe 
Bible Society; for by this means tb^ atroagtben 
tbe lever that is to OY^rtom tbe kingdom of 
Satan and advaace tbe Redeemer's kingdom. 
Those who subscribe liberaUy^ or to tbe best of 
their power and ability, to this society, do in 
fact assist in evangelizing tbe world; they take 
part in sowing tbe good seed of the kingdom of 
heaven, which, our Saviour says, is the Word 
of God ; and they have many special promises 
in their favour. " He that doeth these things 
and shall teach them, the same shall be great 
in the kingdom of heaven/' (Matt. v. 19.) " To 
him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure 
reward.'^ If any one shall read these lines who 
is not already a subscriber to the Bible Society, 
we earnestly entreat him to become so at once 
to tbe best of his ability, and so to continue for 
tbe rest of lus life ; it is no excuse that you 
are not able to give much, let it be said of you 
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as of the good woman in the gospel — '' she hath 
done what she could." The Scripture says^ 
'' God requireth of a man according to what he 
hath^ and not according to what he hath not." 

Remember, that in upholding the honour of 
God's Word, you uphold the honour of God 
himself, and '^ him that honoureth Me I will 
honour, saith the Lord.'' 

Many are the errors and evils of Popery, hut 
the cause of them all is one only, namely, the 
withholding the sacred Scriptures from the 
people. The evils and sad effects of Popery are 
many, but the remedy and cure for them all is 
one only, namely, the free circulation and 
perusal of the Bible. The people need not to 
be admonished against the evils and idolatries 
of Popery; as soon as they read Gk)d's holy 
Word for themselves, they will abandon it of 
their own accord. They then find that the 
whole machinery of the Bomish Church has 
been constructed by human devices, separate 
and apart from Scripture; and that instead of 
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their minds being fortified by its pemsal in the 
profession of Popery, they become daily more 
and more convinced of its follies, its idolatries, 
and its sins. So that in a Yery short tiioae they 
throw off the whole, from a fhll conviction of 
its heinonsness, thns proving the truth of the 
Divine declaration, '' The entrance of Thy Word 
giveth light ; it giveth understanding unto the 
simple." (Psalm cxix. 180.) When the people 
read Grod^s Word, they at once learn that there 
is no mention whatever in it of any of the 
peculiarities or tenets of Popery, — ^they find 
that sacred images, relics, holy water, host, 
viaticum, mass^ and crucifix are not even men- 
tioned in the Bible — they read again, and find 
that the Pope, the cardinal, the monk, the 
friar, the nun, the holy wafer, the sign of the 
cross, the confessional, the celibacy of the 
clergy, papal supremacy, praying to saints and 
angels, praying to the Virgin Mary, the bowing 
to images, indulgences, purgatory, and papal 
infallibility, that not one of these is mentioned 
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in Scripture; the people then abandon the 
profession oi Popery of their own accord^ being 
fully coayinced that it has no evidence or 
authority whater^ from Gk)d's Word, and 
therefore that it must have been contrived in 
the dark ages, by men of corrupt minds, and 
that the whole was originally invented by 
human devices, and enforced from time to time 
by stately power and priestly domination, aided 
by the total withdrawal of the pure Word of 
God from the people. 

Had the Word of God been in the people's 
hands. Popery could never have existed. It 
grew up, and was nursed in the absence of 
Bibles, and the whole will come down of itself 
as the sacred Scriptures become circulated and 
freely read by the people. There is, in fact, a 
direct antagonism existing between Popery and 
the Bible — the one is direcdy opposed to the 
other — they cannot exist together. As long 
as the Bible can be withheld, the profession of 
Popery can go on, whether with an individual 
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or a nation; but as soon as the Scriptures 
become freely read^ the profession of it will be 
forthwith abandoned: for the Bible, which 
contains God's truth, is the grand corrective of 
everything that is wrong in creed or practice ; 
it is the test which tries every religious fabric 
or profession, and condemns and overturns 
every construction of a religious order that is 
not founded and established by its own tenets 
and truths. It cries aloud — '^ To the law and 
to the testimony, if they speak not according to 
this Word, it is because there is no light in 
them/' (Isaiah viii. 20.) 
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SUMMARY. 



Wb shaQ now proceed to epitomise the contents 
of this book^ which will greatly assist tiiose who 
have but little time for reading;^ 

1. The assumed Supremacy of the Pope. 

— ^The Pope arrogates to himself universal rule 
over the Church, of Christi and designates all 
Christians as heretics who do not accede to hia 
Tiews. He not only curses them^ but persecutes 
them to death by what he calls his Holy Inqui* 
sition^ although Peter himself said, " Of a truth 
I perceiye that God is no respecter of persons, 
but in every nation he that feareth him and 
worketh righteousness is accepted with Him.'^ 
— (See pages 1 and 2.) 

There are ten reasons why it is impossible for 
any impartial inquirer to believe that Peter ever 
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acted as Bishop of Borne or Pope. First. There 
is no passage of Scripture from which we can 
collect anything, either expressed or implied^ 
relative to Peter^s ever having been at Borne at 
all. — (Page 4.) Seconds Although we see great 
submission and reverence paid to the Popes by 
the cardinals and prelates of the Bomish 
Churchy yet we do not read of any whatever 
being rendered to Peter by the Apostles^ nor 
did they consult him at all in their missionary 
labours. — (Page 5.) Third. All the Popes have 
been particularly distinguished for their 
exalted mention of the Virgin Mary^ where- 
as Peter does not even once mention her 
name, or refer to her in any way whatever any 
more than as if she had never existed. — (Page 6.) 
Fourth. It would be considered monstrous for 
a Pope to be a married man^ but Peter himself 
was a married man. — (Page 7.) Fifth, The 
Popes profess to have power to forgive sins and 
grant absolution^ but Peter did not profess to 
have this power^ nor did he, on any occasioUi 
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grant absolution to any one. — (Page 7.) Sixth, 
There has always been great deference and 
homage paid to the Popes by the cardinals and 
prelates of the Romish Churchy and he is ad- 
dressed by the title of '^ His Holiness/' but the 
Apostle Paul withstood Peter to his face^ accused 
him of practising dissimukUiany and admonished 
him severely bepre them all. This would have 
been contumacy in the extreme if Peter had 
been Pope. — (Page 8.) Seventh. The Pope has 
the appointment of the cardinals; and if Peter 
had been Pope^it was his right to appoint a sue* 
cesser in the place of Judas^ who had fallen ; 
whereas the Apostles effected the choice by 
drawing lots. — (Page 9.) Eighth. Peter is 
styled by the Romish Church the '' Prince of 
the Apostles/' and is considered by that Church 
as the greatest, which^ if he had been Pope, he 
would have been; but our Lord said, ''Of 
them that are bom of women there hath not 
risen a greater than John the Baptist/' — (Page 
10.) Ninth. If Peter had been Pope, it would 
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haye been His duty and ofiSce to have appointed 
the Apostles to different missions ; but this 
right he never exercised — on the contrary, the 
Apostles sent him and John to minister in 
Samaria, which proves that Peter could not 
have been Pope. — (Page 10.) Tenth. If Christ 
intended that, after his ascension to heaven, 
Peter should act as Pope or head of the Church, 
he would doubtless have said so in his farewell 
address to the Apostles ; whereas he addressed 
them all generally, without saying anything to 
Peter, or to the other Apostles, about the Pope- 
dom, which, of itself, forms an invincible 
argument that the Saviour did not contemplate 
any such appointment. — (Page 11.) 

2. Celibacy of the Clergy.— God or- 
dained marriage for the priesthood in the Levi- 
tical law, and gave directions how they were to 
marry. Moreover, Moses and Aaron, Eli and 
Samuel, all of whom were priests and prophets^ 
were married, and had wives and childrejL 
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Also^ in the New Testament^ the Apostle Paul 
gives directions as to the wives and children of 
bishops, deacons^ &c.; and we read also that 
Peter himself was a married man. All J^his 
proves beyond contradiction that the ordination 
of celibacy for the clergy in the Romish Church 
is contrary to the order of the New Testamentj 
as well as the law of Grod in the Old Testament. 
— (See page 11.) 

3. Denial of the Sacramental Cup to 

the People. — ^The Saviour, who instituted the 
ordinance of the Lord^s Supper, said, '^ Eat ye all 
of it, and drink ye all of it ;'' and the Apostle 
Paul said the same. — (For which see page 14.) 
This presumption of the Pope, in reversing the 
law of Christ by forbidding the sacramental 
cup to the people, is too heinous to dwell upon. 

4. Sale of Indulgences. — ^Pope Sextus 

iy« granted an indulgence of twelve thousand 
years to every one who should repeat the weU 
known salutation of the Virgin, '' Hail, Mary,^ 
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&c,, " deliver me from all evils, and pray for mj 
sins/' Pope Adriaa YI. blessed certain beads 
and issued the fcdlowing Bull of indulgence i — 
'^ Whosoever has one of these beads, and says 
one Pater Noster and one Ave Maria, shall, on 
any day, release three soub out of purgatory : 
and reeiting them twice on a Sunday or holy^ 
day, shall rdease six souls : also, reciting five 
Pater Nosters and five Ave Marias upon a Friday, 
to the honour of the five wounds of Christ, 
shall gain a pardon of seventy thousand years, 
and the remission of all his sius,^' — (For fur- 
ther decrees of indulgences of a similar kind, 
see page 16.) 

6th. Purgatory. — ^This is entirely a device 
of the Romish Church. The Scripture makes 
no mention of it ; on the contrary, every pairt 
of the Word of God indicates plainly, that 
where the tree falls, there it shall lie. Our 
Saviour, too, in reference to Dives in torment, 
says, " Beside all this, between us and you there 
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is a great gulf fixed^ so that they who would 
pass from hence to you caunot, neither can they 
pass to us that would come from thence,^* — (See 
. page 21.) 

eth. The Pope's Infallibility —We ask 

•when did this commence ? It is certain that 

Peter, who is stated to be the first Pope, was a 
man full of error. On one occasion he drew a 
sword in a fit of passion and smote the high 
priest's servant, and cut off his right ear, for 
' which he was sternly reproved by our Lord. 
On another occasion, he three times denied his 
Lord^ and cursed and swore that he knew not 
the Saviour. After our Lord's ascension, we 
find him so much in fault that the Apostle Paul 
reproved him very severely before them all, and 
accused him of practising dissimulation, because 
he walked not uprightly according to the truth 
of the gospel. If the first Pope was not in- 
fallible, how can the subsequent Popes be so ? — 
(See page 24.) 
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7th. The Confessional.— If the Con- 

fessional existed in the primitive Christian 
Churches^ there must have been thousands of 
instances of the Christians going to the Apostles 
to make confession and receive absolution^ 
whereas there is not a single instance of the 
kind mentioned in the Scriptures. There is no 
command in God's Word requiring persons to 
go to the minister to confess and receive for- 
giveness of sins, nor any authority given to the 
minister to forgive sins. — (See page 27.) 



8th. Repeating the Prayers in Latin. 

— The Apostle Paul forbids the worship of God 
being conducted in an unknown tongue (for 
which see the 1st Epistle to the Corinthians, 
and the fourteenth chapter.) He says, '^ He 
that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth 
himself. For if I pray in an unknown tongue 
my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is un- 
fruitful. When thou shalt bless with the Spirit^ 
how shall he that occupieth the room of the 
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unlearned say Amen at thy givii^ of thanks, 
seeing he understaadeth not what thou sayest ?'* 
If the {Hrayers of the BOmish Church were not 
in Latin, the people would soon learn how 
absurd and wicked some of tbesn are* The 
following, for instance, are part of the Bomish 
prayers in the Prayer Book of that Church : — 
'^ O Saint Mary, who dost enlighten the world, 
good Lady deliver us." — " O holy Dorothy, a 
clean heart create in me/'---'* O Saint George, 
save us from oar sins/' What would any one 
think of such idolatrous prayers if they were 
repeated in plain English ? Heathenism is, in 
many respects, less censurable. — (See page 29.) 

9th. Traditions. — The decrees of the 
Council of Trent, which are universally re- 
ceived and insisted on by the Bomish Church, 
contain this decree verbatim, namely, ^^All 
saving truth is not contained in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, but partly in the Scriptures and partly 
in unwritten traditions^ which whosoever does 
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not receiye with like piety and reverence as lie 
doth the Scriptures is accursed/' Many of the 
traditions are quite contrary to Scripture, and 
i^ such cases the Bomish Church allows the 
traditions to overrule the Scriptures. It was 
for this that the Saviour so much condemned 
the Scribes and Pharisees* He said to them,* 
'* Why do ye transgress the commandment of 
God by your tradition? Ye made the com- 
mandment of God of none effect by your 
tradition. In vain they do worship me, teax^h- 
ing for doctrines the commandments of men/' 

The Saviour himself idways quoted Scripture 
for his authority, never tradition; on the con- 
toary, he condemned traditions, and those who 
adhered to them. The following monstrous 
prayers are founded on the traditions of the 
Komish Church, which we extract from the 
Prayer-book of that Church : — " O God, who by 
innumerable miracles hast honoured and blest 
Nicholas the bishop, grant, we beseech thee, 
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that by his merits and intercession we may be 
delivered from eternal flames/' There is also 
contained in the same book the following : — '^ O 
Ood^ who to recommend to us innocence of life, 
was pleased to let the soul of thy blessed virgin 
Scholastica ascend to heaven in the shape of a 
dove, grant that by her merits and prayers we 
may lead innocent lives here, and ascend to 
eternal joys hereafter/' Surely such fabulous 
traditions introduced into prayers are enough 
to shock 6ommon sense, to say nothing about 
Christianity. — (For Traditions, see page 82.) 

10th. Images. — ^The second commandment 
says, ''Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of any thing that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth be- 
neath, or that is in the water under the earth,'' 
and then begins another distinct injunction in 
the same commandment, namely, '' Thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them," &c. Here we 
see that, in reference to worship, it is a distinct 
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crime of itself to make or set up any image or 
likeness^ and to bow down to it or worship it is 
another sin^ both of which are very distinctly 
set forth and forbidden in the second com- 
mandment. All Roman Catholic churches 
have numerous images set up. The Council of 
Trent has this decree : ^' Let them teach that 
the images of Christ and of the Virgin Mother 
of God and other saints are to be had and re- 
tained especially in churches^ and due honour 
and yeneration rendered to them, and the 
person is to prostrate himself before the image^ 
to uncover his head before it, and kiss it.'' In 
the catechisms used by the Romish Church 
the second commandment, which forbids the 
worship of images, is omitted* The Romanists 
know that the second commandment condemns 
their worship as idolatrous, and therefore as 
two cannot walk together except they be 
agreed, they have found it absolutely neces* 
sary to erase it alt<^;etlier.— (See Images, 
page 52.) 
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11th. Worship of the Virgin Mary/ 

Saints and Angels. — ^All persons are idol- 
atrous who worship or pray to any other than 
God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; and it 
makes no difference whether they worship or 
pray to things inanimate, as images, or beings 
animate, as the Virgin Mary, saints, or angels ; 
all are alike idolaters. The second command* 
ment expressly forbids any worship or spiritual 
service being given or offered to any but Grod ; 
^'Him ofdy shalt thou serve:'' and this is 
further confirmed by our Saviour* When he 
was tempted by the devil, our Lord's reply was, 
'^ It is written. Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy Cbd, and Asm ofdy shalt thou serve. 

The sacred Scriptures nowhere recognise two 
kinds of worship, nor does either the Old or 
New Testament make mention of any prayer 
or worship being offered to an angel or saint, 
or to the Virgin Mary, or to any other being 
than God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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This practice of the Bomiah Chorch ci pray- 
ing to the Virgin Mary, "saints, and angels, ia 
an idolatrous worship of her own invention. 
The following is from the letter of the present 
Pope Fins IX.^ dated the 2nd of t^ebruary, 
1849 : — ^*'The foundation of our confidence 
is in the most Holy Yii^n^ since it is in 
her that God has placed the plenitude of all 
good in such sort, that if there be in us any 
hope, if there be any spiritual health, we know 
that it is from her that we reccdve it, because 
it is the will of Him who hath willed that we 
should have all by the instrumentality of 
Mary/^ As this is from the Pope himself, we 
certainly can need no further proof of Bome^s 
idolatry. The following are monstrous extracts 
from the Romish Prayer-book : — ^* O God, who 
hast translated the blessed Dunstan, thy high 
priest, to thy heavenly kingdom, grant that we, 
by his glwitms merits, mnj pass from hence to 
never-ending joys/' Also, the following : — ^' O 
God, who didst render blessed Lewis, thy con- 
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fessoT, illustrious on earth and now glorious 
in heaven^ appoint him, we beseech thee, the 
defender of thy Church" — (See page 63.) 

12th. The forbidding the free pera* 
sal of the Scriptures.— No section of the 

Christian Church forbids the free perusal of 
God's Wordj except the Romish Church. Does 
not this at once prove that that Church is not 
founded on the Word of God ? Does it not 
prove that it has been devised and conducted 
by priestcraft^ separate and apart from the 
Scriptures? If the Romish Church be the 
true one — ^if it be authorised and established by 
God^s Holy Word — what fear can there be of 
allowing the free perusal of the sacred Scrip- 
tures by the people? Surely, by this means, 
if it be the true Church, its truth will become 
apparent and proved to all. Since the 1st of 
June, 1816, tour Popes in succession, including 
Pope Pius IX., have formally declared to the 
world, that by the circulation and reading 
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of the sacred Scriptures in the vulgar tongue^ 
the very foundations of their religion are under- 
mined. How different this is from the Saviour, 
who said, " Search the Scriptures/' Pope Pius 
IX., in his letter issued in January, 1850, 
exhorts the Romanists to fly fvith horror from 
the reading of the Scriptures, which he desig- 
nates as poisonous* It is evidently recognised 
as an established fact by the Popes themselves, 
that the reading of the Bible applies at once 
the axe to the root of Popery — ^the one expels 
the other — they are antagonistic and inimical, 
and cannot exist together. From this, it is 
clear, that the circulation of the Scriptures will 
prove the only antidote to Popery. When the 
people read God's Word, they at once learn 
that there is no mention whatever in it of any 
of the peculiarities or tenets of Popery, — ^they 
find that sacred images, relics, holy water, 
host, viaticum, mass and crucifix are not even 
mentioned in the Bible — ^they read again, and 
find that the Pope, the cardinal, the monk, the 
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friar^ the nixn^ the holy wafi^, the sign of the 
cross, the confessional, the celibacy of the 
clergy, papal supremacy, praying to saints and 
angels, praying to the Virgin Mary, bowing to 
images, indulgences, purgatory, and papal in- 
fallibility, that not. one of these i» mentioned in 
Scripture; the people then abandon the profes- 
sion of Popery of their own accord, being 
fully convineed that it has no evidence or autho- 
rity whatever from God's Word, and^ therefore, 
that it must have been contrived in the dark 
ages by men of corrupt minds^ and that the 
whole was originally invented by human devices, 
and enforced from time to time by stately pow^ 
and priestly domination, aided by the total 
withdrawal of the pure Word of God from 
the people. — (See page 88.) 

Obseryations. 

Many persons who are unacquainted with 
the construction and tenets of the Bomish 
Church, have imagined it to be greatly improved 
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to what it was some, eenturies ago^ and that iu 
course of time it will still fortlier improre. This^ 
howeyer, is a delusion. The favourite motto of 
the Romish Church is '' 9€mper eadem/^ that 
isj always the same. If the Church were to 
alter or repeal anything which had been for- 
mally decreed by tiie Pope or the Bomish 
Church in any former period^ away goes their 
semper eadem, and with it also their darling 
tenet, namely, the infallibility of the Church 
of Borne. It would be at once an admission 
that their Church was heretofore in error. This 
they cannot admit, for if they were to do so 
they could never afterwards maintain their 
former professions. The implacability of the 
Romish Church towards other Christian sects 
who differ from them, is precisely the same as 
it was centuries ago ; but it has always been 
the policy of that Church to put forward the 
velvet-cushioned paw only; but when once 
within their grasp, they cause you to feel their 
talons. 
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There are also some persons who cannot hdp 
awarding a sort of Teneration, in some degree, 
to the Romish Church on account of its ap- 
parent antiquity ; but if this were a sufficient 
reason either for espousal or veneration, many 
other religious orders of a longer duration 
might be instanced; but this consideration 
certainly can have no reason in its favour, for 
where a Church is full of fundamental errors, 
although they should be stereotyped for ever 
so many centuries, it forms no real ground for 
admiration. Besides, such persons are nojb 
aware that the tenets of the Romish Church 
have been formed piecemeal at different eras, 
down to the year 1854, when the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary was decreed 
by the present Pope Pius IX. Strange, in- 
deed, that the present Pope should have made 
this grand discovery, that the Virgin Mary was 
immaculate, which all other Popes had over- 
looked. We are not told by the Pope for what 
reason the Virgin was immaculate, nor by 
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what passage of Scripture it is supported. The 
inspired volume declares that we are all of us 
bom in sin and shapen in iniquity, because 
we are bom of sinful parents and must partake 
of their degeneracy. The Saviour was imma* 
culate because He was conceived by the Holy 
Ohost; but the Virgin Mary was bom of sin- 
ful parents like the rest of mankind^ and^ 
therefore^ there can be no just reason for so 
absurd a decree as that she was immaculate. 
But it requires neither reason nor Scrip- 
ture to sanction it^ for according to the con* 
straction of the Bomish Churchy it is suffi* 
cient that it is the arbitrary decree of the Pope. 

The following are the principal tenets of the 
Boinan Catholic Churchy and the different eras 
in which they originated :— - 

1. Invocation of Saints, in 't)ie year 375. 

2. The Latin Service „ 600. 

3. Supremacy of the Pope ,, 606. 



130 A THUNDERBOLT 70S ROME. . 

4. Worship of Images and Relics 787. 

5. Infallibility of the Chnrch 1076. 

6. SacrijGice of the Mass ^^ 1 100, 

7. Purgatory „ 1439. 

8. Forbidding the Perusal of the 

Scriptures „ 1546. 

9. Indulgences „ 1563. 

10. Worship of the Virgin Mary 1563. 

11. The Immaculate Conception of 

the Virgin Mary „ 1854. 

We have stated that the Bomish Church i^ 
full of errors^ and these are of the most gross 
and fundamental description; but the most 
flagrant of all her errors is her idolatry^ that 
is, her idolatrous worship of images, the Virgin 
Mary, saints and angels. Ask the most reli- 
gious and best informed among the Jews, if 
they were this day to be convinced that they 
were in error in expecting the Saviour to come, 
and were also to be fully convinced that Jesus 
Christ is the real Saviour, whether they would 
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join the Roman Catholic section of the Chris- 
tian Church, and they will tell you. No; by no 
means ; for that their Old Testament Scriptures 
strictly forbid idolatry, that is, worship being 
paid to any other than the Almighty, and this 
being also forbidden in the New Testament 
Scriptures, it would be quite impossible for 
them to unite with the Komnn Catholics, who 
worship images, the Virgin Mary, saints and 
angels. 

The children of Israel, who not only worshiped 
God, but also, like the Catholics, prayed to 
other deities, came with supplication to Ood 
for help in the time of their distress. God^s 
answer to their prayer was, *' Go and cry unto 
the gods which ye have chosen, let them de- 
liver you in the time of your tribulation ;'* for 
which see the 10th chapter of Judges and the 
14th verse. And it was not until they put 
away their false gods, that God had mercy on 
them or would receive them. 
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Now^ if God ia, as he is declared to be ia 
the Scriptures, ''a jealous Grod, the same 
yesterday, to-day and for ever'' — if He is a 
God "unchangeable,*' how are we to suppose, 
that he will attend to the supplications of the 
Catholics any more than he did to his people 
Israel. The Catholics, in the same prayer-book, 
in some places even on the same page, have the 
prayer to God and to their other deities in- 
scribed, as for instance, " O Holy Dorothy, a 
clean heart create in me ;" " O St. George, save 
us from our sins ;" *^ O sacred Mother of God, 
despise not our prayers in our necessities, but 
deliver us ;" " O Lord, have mercy upon us," 
We know not who Dorothy or St. George ia ; 
they must be either traditional or fabulous 
characters, the Scriptures make no mention 
of them whatever. Then, as to their power to 
hear and answer the prayers of the Catholic 
Church, we, of course, presume that the Ca* 
tholics believe them endowed with the same 
attributes as God himself, that is to say. 
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almighty^ omniscient and omnipresent, or how 
else can Dorothy create clean hearts in the 
Catholics^ and how else can St. George save 
them, or the Virgin Mary deliver them, and 
how else can they hear the prayers of the 
Bomish Church all throughout the world at 
the same time if they are not omuiscient. 
But this subject is so monstrous, that it is im- 
possible for any reasonable Christian to write 
or think apon it, without being at once seized 
with emotions mingled with horror and surprise. 



With regard to salvation, the Apostle Peter 
affirms there is no other name given among 
men, whereby we can be saved but by Jesus 
Christ (Acts iv. 12) ; but the Catholics do 
not look for salvation by Jesus Christ alone, 
but to numerous sources and merits. We here 
give verbatim copies of some of the prayers 
from their own prayer-book, by way of illus- 
tration. 
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^' We beseech thee, O Lord, that the gloriouB 
merits of Blessed Mary Magdalen may render 
our oiFeriDgs acceptable to thee." 

" Look favourably, O Lord, on these gifts 
which we offer, in commemoration of blessed 
Apolinaris the bishop and martyr, and for the 
expiation qf our offences J' 

'* By the sign of the cross deliver us O God/^ 

In reference to the Virgin Mary, one of the 
prayers runs thus : — " O God, grant, we beseech 
thee, that we may be delivered from the 
slavery of the devil by her merits and prayers." 

'^ Mercifully help us, O Lord, while we cele- 
brate the feast of the blessed Aldhelm thy 
bishop, and grant by his merits we may be 
admitted to the joys of Heaven." 



€C 



Grant, we beseech thee, O Almighty God, 
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that advancing in the science of the saints after 
the example of blessed John thy confessor^ and 
showing mercy to others^ we may, by his merits, 

obtain mercv of thee/^ 

» 

The above are only a few extracts from a great 
number of prayers of a similar description. 

On one page of the prayer-book of the 
Komish Church, are two prayers to the Virgin 
Mary, one to God and one to the Saviour, 
The latter run thus : *' Lord have mercy upon 
us/' '^ Christ have mercy upon us/' One of 
the prayers to the Virgin Mary we here also 
copy verbatim, as follows : — 

" Remember, O most holy Virgin Mary, that 
no one ever had recourse to your protection, 
implored your help, or sought your mediation, 
without obtaining relief. Confiding, therefore, 
in your goodness, behold me a penitent sinner, 
sighing out my sins before you, beseeching you 
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to adopt me for jour son and to take upon yon 
the care of my eternal salvation/' 

Extraordinary as the above prayer may seem, 
yet it is only in accordance with the late public 
declaration of faith made by the present Pope 
Hus IX., in his letter to the Catholics, 
which we have before cited^ and by which we 
shall now conclude. It is dated 2nd February, 
1849, and runs thus : ''The foundation of our 
confidence is in the most holy Virgin, since it 
is in her that God has placed the plenitude of 
all good in such sort, that if there be in us 
any hope, if there be any spiritual health, we 
know that it is from her that we receive it/' 
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